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MATTHEW DUCE, DALLAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Matt Duce serves at Dallas Baptist University as Director of Graduate Recruitment. Prior to his appointment 
as Director, Matt served in two other staff roles on campus, including Assistant to the Chancellor and Project 
Manager. Since 2021, he has also served as an adjunct faculty member. Before returning to his alma mater 
to serve as a full-time staff member, Matt played two seasons of professional baseball in the St. Louis 
Cardinals organization. Following retirement in 2019, Matt returned to DBU to pursue an MBA and serve in 
the Chancellor’s office. During that time, Matt has developed a passion for Higher Education and leadership 
studies. Matt holds a B.S. in kinesiology and will graduate with his MBA in December. Matt and his wife, 
Jaycee, currently live in Dallas, Texas.

CESAR ORTIZ, II, BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
A proud Texas native, Cesar Ortiz, is also a first generation American. After serving in the United States Army, 
Cesar began a career in construction. Following two years of learning and working in the industry, Cesar set 
out to open a construction services company with his best friend. What started out as a five-man operation 
has grown into a 55-person construction firm specializing in concrete demolition and excavation. 10 years 
into the venture, Cesar has his sights set on growing H3 Construction into a multi-faceted construction and 
development company in the North Texas region. Receiving an MBA from Baylor University is not only the 
completion of a lifelong goal, but the beginning of a new chapter in the pursuit of knowledge.

MITCHELL GUTHRIE, DALLAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Mitchell graduated with an MBA from Dallas Baptist University in May of 2021. He also holds a bachelor’s in 
finance and marketing from DBU. Mitchell, an active member and leader of several campus organizations, 
served as Senator and later, Vice President for DBU’s Student Government. Currently, Mitchell is working as 
the Director of Enrollment and Engagement at Providence Academy, a private school, where he works with 
students to help them achieve their academic goals. Mitchell’s entrepreneurial goals are centered around 
youth engagement and community involvement. Passionate about athletics and how sports can help bring 
together communities, Mitchell’s long-term goal is to build and develop a basketball training facility that 
works with local youth to provide a safe environment.

MITCHELL CANTWELL, DALLAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Born and raised in Albuquerque, New Mexico, it only took Mitch Cantwell 18 years to find his way to Texas. He 
loves people and jumps at any chance to build relationship equity. He is always seeking ways to learn about 
new things and push his own limits. Mitch is passionate about finance and is in the process of co-founding a 
financial literacy company. Mitch’s entrepreneurial roots stem from his father, Kevin. Seeing his dad leave the 
corporate world and start his own company had a lasting impact on Mitch, inspiring him to follow in his dad’s 
footsteps and one day start his own business. He completed his MBA in May of 2021. Mitch currently works 
at Holt Lunsford Commercial, the largest privately held third party commercial real estate company in Dallas.

NICHOLAS BELBAS, HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
THE STEWART MORRIS AWARD
Nicholas Belbas is currently a Senior at Houston Baptist University pursuing a bachelor’s degree in cyber 
engineering. For eight years, Nicholas participated in FIRST Robotics, a mentor-based program that teaches 
science, engineering, and technology.  As lead programmer, his team advanced to the World Championships 
three years in a row. During his freshman year at HBU, Nicholas worked with a classmate to develop a new 
kind of smart door access control, “The LiveBolt.” Nicholas and his teammate plan to use the funding to 
improve the existing prototype and file a patent for their technology. Nicholas also has a small business 
digitizing old home videotapes for customers, providing a faster turnaround and lower prices compared to 
other archiving services. His long-term goal is to start his own cyber security solutions firm in Texas.

YESENIA LOERA ROMO, LAMAR UNIVERSITY
THE BEN J. ROGERS AWARD
Yesenia Loera Romo graduated from Lamar University in May 2021 as a first-generation college student. After 
obtaining her degree in finance and economics, Yesenia is currently pursuing an MBA with a concentration in 
leadership while working as a Banking Analyst for Texas Capital Bank. She previously worked in the restaurant 
industry for six years performing everything from bartender to manager to ensure that she graduated debt 
free. Yesenia’s innovative mindset has led her to become invested in shaping the future of housing in 
her community.  One day, Yesenia plans to start a 3D printed house community in the Golden Triangle of 
Southeast Texas as an affordable housing solution for people who commute long distances to work at local 
industrial sites.

ALEXA STACHOWIAK, RICE UNIVERSITY
THE T.T. & W.F. CHAO AWARD
Alexa holds a BS in pre-med health from Texas A&M University. She is currently pursuing an MBA from Rice 
University with a specialization in corporate investments and entrepreneurship while working as a senior 
finance associate for United Airlines. She has recently begun heading a $20M healthcare acquisition in 
addition to owning a PE firm. After developing a passion for finding the “holes in healthcare,” Alexa has 
created three healthcare softwares - one that is expected to launch in DPC’s across Texas in fall of 2021.  Alexa 
is also the Founder and CEO of Healthgenex, a healthcare software that works to improve patient and provider 
interaction, and hopes to continue innovating healthcare technology and pharmaceuticals in the near future.

KYLE ROCKIN MCLAUGHLIN, RICE UNIVERSITY
AT&T FUTURE LEGEND FIRST IN FAMILY AWARD
Kyle McLaughlin is a graduate from the University of Florida currently pursuing an MBA at Rice University. 
At the age of 24, Kyle will graduate among the youngest in the MBA program and has accumulated 7+ 
years of experience and mentorship working for TBHF Legend Jim Crane. A former NCAA Division 1 athlete, 
baseball always played an important role in Kyle’s life, personally and professionally. Despite suffering a 
career-ending injury, Kyle did not abandon his love of sports, instead doubling down on his entrepreneurial 
pursuits. Throughout undergrad, Kyle worked in Outside Operations at Floridian National Golf Club. For the 
last three years, while simultaneously pursuing his MBA, Kyle has worked full-time in Baseball Operations 
for the Houston Astros. His long-term goals include starting his own company and supporting the Houston 
community.

DANIEL GAMBOA, ACTON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
A naturalized US citizen originally from Venezuela, Daniel is grateful to have kicked off his American experience 
from Texas in 2000. After graduating from Texas A&M as a mechanical engineer, he taught himself finance 
and helped start the international practice at investment bank Tudor, Pickering, Holt & Co. In 2017, he joined 
Blackstone to launch Gavilan Resources and focused on acquiring and developing oil and gas assets in South 
Texas. After leading Gavilan’s finance team through a restructuring and sale in 2020, Daniel joined blockchain 
startup Figment where the team recently raised a Series B round to continue building web 3.0 infrastructure. 
He is joined in his life journey by his wife and three sons.



STEVEN NASH PORTER, JR., TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
Nash Porter, a “double Aggie,” completed his MBA from Texas A&M in December of 2020 after previously 
graduating with a degree in Electrical Engineering from Texas A&M in 2016. Nash is always on the hunt 
for any business activity in the technology industry. His entrepreneurial journey began when he started 
offering 3D printing services, helping customers develop prototypes. During his MBA program, he pursued 
the development of a pool safety device to help prevent drownings called “Kisby”—a device that detects 
objects of certain dimensions below the water surface. He is currently working as a Senior Process Engineer 
for Dell Technologies in Round Rock, Texas. Nash’s long-term goal is to create an incubator program focused 
on program design  to help engineers, designers, and innovators bring their ideas to life.

CLAYTON COTTLE, SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY
THE SWBC FOUNDATION AWARD
Clayton is an early-stage entrepreneur with one goal: to help change the world. A native of Danville, IL, 
Clayton first earned his BS and MS in criminal justice sciences at Illinois State University. He will receive 
his MBA next year from Sam Houston State University where he also works in the Office of Research and 
Sponsored Programs. Clayton is the founder of Barra, a fitness equipment solutions company. Barra’s first 
innovative product on the market is the Bar Brush; a cleaning tool designed specifically for barbells. The 
long-term vision is to create a fitness equipment marketplace while offering a Barra branded product line. 
Clayton also co-founded the streetwear brand A Story of Self-Belief. This clothing venture helps support other 
entrepreneurs through charitable proceeds.

STACY CARESSE TUBONEMI, SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
THE SIGNOR FAMILY AWARD
Stacy Tubonemi was born in Oklahoma and is of Nigerian and Liberian descent.  She obtained her BBA 
degree in Finance from Southern Methodist University after which she went on to work in the banking sector. 
She graduated from SMU in May of 2021 with an MBA in finance, strategy and entrepreneurship and a 
minor in management. Listed by Poets & Quants among its best and brightest top 100 MBA students of 
the class of 2021, she recently started work with AT&T as a Senior Financial Analyst on its corporate strategy 
and development team. Stacy’s major focus now is to apply her experience and skills she gathered in the 
classroom into her current role at AT&T where she can help manage the strategic transformation of certain 
businesses, investments, and product lines.

BRIANNA SERROS, ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY
THE CARLOS AND MALÚ ALVAREZ AWARD
Brianna Serros received her BA from the University of Texas at Austin in 2019 and her MBA from St. Mary’s 
University in 2020. Brianna credits her first job working for TBHF Legend Kendra Scott for igniting her 
entrepreneurial spirit and passion for the fashion and retail industry. Currently, Brianna is working for 
Supergoop as their Direct to Consumer Operations Coordinator. She is the founder and owner of Shop 
Cuatro, LLC., an online boutique that offers trendy and affordable fashion to people of all ages. Cuatro draws 
inspiration from classic designs and adds a sassy twist. In the last year, Cuatro has been invited to over 10 
pop-ups in the San Antonio area and continues to grow her brand’s online and social presence.

BRISSA J. YUARTE, ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY
THE WILLIAM E. “BILL” GREEHEY AWARD
Brissa is the creator and owner of Dulce Soap Co., a local handmade soap and organic skincare line that 
won second place in 2019 for San Antonio Current Magazine’s “best handmade product.” Brissa graduated 
from St. Mary’s University in 2020 with dual degrees in Industrial Organizational Psychology and Masters 
of Business Administration. Dulce Soap Co.’s first official studio space will break ground in the summer of 
2022, giving Brissa the space to create more product. Brissa is also solidifying a business plan to develop 
partnerships with non-profit organizations to help women jumpstart their entrepreneurial careers. Brissa is 
currently a Senior Consumer Researcher for H-E-B’s headquarters; the knowledge and skillset gained here 
will help Dulce Soap Co. use qualitative and quantitative methodologies to have successful performance 
outcomes in new product lines.

JENNIFER ANTONINI WHEELAN, TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
Jennifer Wheelan is a business entrepreneur and the founder of Integro Equus Wellness LLC, a team focused 
on leveraging innovation to aid in the recovery and conditioning of performance sport horses across the 
Permian Basin. Her passion for horses developed at a young age, through the United States Pony Club 
Association. She is pursuing her Energy MBA from Texas Christian University, while simultaneously working 
as an analyst for Pioneer Natural Resources. Her education background includes a BS from Oklahoma State 
University in strategic communication, an emphasis in advertising and a minor in psychology.  Jennifer plans 
to blend her love of learning with her passion for creative problem-solving, in hopes to one day become a 
member of the Texas Business Hall of Fame.

QWINTIRA TALLAMON, TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
Qwintira is a first-generation college student who recently graduated from Texas Southern University with her 
Master of Business Administration. She also holds a BA in accounting from TSU. Currently, she works as a tax 
and fixed assets accountant for Mueller, Inc in Ballinger. Qwintira is also the founder and lead tax preparer 
of Queenie’s Mobile Tax Service, a tax preparation services business she began in 2017. Qwintira has worked 
with over 50 individual, partnership, estate and trust, and S-Corp clients. Qwintira is an active member of the 
National Association of Black Accountants. She is currently studying for her CPA exams. Her  long-term goal is 
to use her combined business, bookkeeping and tax preparation skills to launch her own CPA firm. 

GREGORY TOBIAS, TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
In May of 2021, Greg completed his MBA and graduated from Texas State University. Since then, he has 
navigated a change in the business model of his insurance financing firm,  Jet Premium Finance. His company 
has become the first loan origination marketplace for the insurance industry and has signed two nationwide 
client integrations. Jet Premium Finance is on track to close a second straight year of 50% or greater revenue 
growth.  Greg consulted with an insurtech startup, Assurely, in late 2020 and accepted an offer to become the 
company’s fifth employee in January of this year. As Assurely’s Head of Business Operations, Greg is leading 
the organization and execution of initiatives, including embedding insurance into non-insurance channels 
and new product development for emerging industries.

CALLEN STEWART, TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
THE PEFANIS FAMILY AWARD
Callen Stewart is a Texas Tech University alumni and the founder and Principal of West Texas Capital (WTC), 
a small start-up capital group specializing in multifamily commercial real estate. The group was founded in 
2019. In 2020, WTC transitioned from residential to commercial real estate. The capital group closed their 
first multifamily deal in Lubbock, Texas, earlier this year and the company is currently working on closing a 
multifamily property in Houston. WTC is built on providing secure investment vehicles for their investors, 
as well as providing innovative solutions to improve and simplify resident lives. Looking into 2022, Callen 
and his team are currently focused on scalability, maximizing returns during changing economic cycles, and 
investing capital back into the build-out of the company’s platforms inside emerging digital transformation 
technologies. 

JENKINS BENDER, SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
THE ROBERT H. DEDMAN AWARD
Jenkins Bender works in Dallas as a Development Analyst for Stream Realty Partners after graduating from 
Southern Methodist University with her MBA in finance and real estate last year. Previously, she worked as the 
Hospitality and Talent Director at Chick-fil-A-Franchise after graduating from The University of Texas in Austin 
in 2018. Raised by entrepreneurial parents, Jenkins garnered a healthy respect for owning and operating 
one’s own business. She’s particularly interested in fostering human connection through hospitality, 
placemaking, and development, and aspires to harness the power of people and place to create exceptional 
experiences. To thoroughly understand the industry before forging her own path, Jenkins is pursuing a career 
in development. Jenkins derives great joy from working with her community and is especially enthusiastic 
about childhood healthcare and educational organizations.



VERONICA HERRERA, UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
THE T.T. & W.F. CHAO AWARD
Veronica Herrera is a first-generation American and a first-generation college student. She graduated from 
the University of Houston’s C.T. Bauer College of Business in spring of 2021 with a degree in business 
administration with a concentration in entrepreneurship and marketing with a minor in Sales. Her passion 
for innovation and entrepreneurship led her to the Wolff Center for Entrepreneurship. Currently, Veronica 
serves as Managing Director for the Bauer Consulting Organization. Veronica founded Verrera Consulting, a 
marketing and strategy consulting company that helps businesses in Houston reach their goals.  Additionally, 
she has created a program called Uplift Outsourcing, which  provides those suffering from mental illness or 
homelessness with tailored work and professional development opportunities. 

HENRY BOLIVAR DORRIS, V, TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY - FREE MARKET INSTITUTE
THE MCLANE COMPANY READING PROGRAM AWARD
In May of 2021, Henry “Holt” Dorris graduated from the Rawls College of Business at Texas Tech with a major 
in supply chain management. He now finds himself in the manufacturing world, managing processes for a 
mid-size consumer staples company. Holt has always had a knack for entrepreneurship and worked his way 
from flipping thrift store goods to creating a clothing brand during his time in school. Holt is the president 
and co-founder of TownNorth Clothing, LLC., a high-quality men’s athletic wear and accessories company 
founded during Holt’s junior year at Texas Tech. Holt oversees the sales, marketing, and operations for the 
business. His ultimate goal is to continue growing TownNorth into a successful business and eventually 
expand across multiple industries.

CHRISTIANA FOTE, UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Christiana is originally from Houston and is currently pursuing an MBA at the University of Dallas. After 
graduating from The Ohio State University with a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering, she joined Kimley-
Horn where she works in municipal roadway design. She was drawn to this industry because it allows her 
to be engaged in her community while employing her skills in math and science. This year, she received 
her Professional Engineering license through the Texas Board of Professional Engineers. She appreciates the 
opportunity to see her work positively impact transportation systems, parks, and developments in the DFW 
metroplex. By one day owning her own engineering firm, she hopes to further encourage public and private 
sector partnerships.

ISAIAH HAYES, UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Isaiah Hayes, born and raised in Arlington, is a first-generation college student. He graduated cum laude 
from the University of Dallas in May 2021 with a bachelor’s in business. Isaiah, a student athlete, served as 
captain of his college basketball team and ran on the track team. Growing up in a low-income, single-parent 
home, Isaiah knew from a young age he wanted to be an entrepreneur and a role model to his younger 
siblings. Isaiah combined his love of sneakers and art to launch ISO, which is an acronym for “I Stand Out.” ISO 
offers restoration and customization services for vintage clothing and sneakers, creating unique, one of a kind 
footwear. Isaiah plans to pursue an MBA in the near future while continuing to expand and grow his business.

EDISSON RAMOS, UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Edisson Ramos was born in Tarma, Peru, and moved to Texas at the age of four. A first-generation college 
student, he graduated from the University of Dallas in 2020 with a bachelor’s in business. Currently, Edisson 
works for AT&T in their B2B sales channel. Edisson is passionate about making education accessible to all. 
During his time at UD, he created the Groundhog Library. Founded in 2019, the library is a collection of more 
than 370 textbooks available for students in core and upper-level courses, helping students in need. Since 
its inception, The Groundhog Library has expanded rapidly. In the near future, the project is set to expand to 
additional universities across the country. 

JAIRO EMMANUEL CRUCES, UNIVERSITY OF THE INCARNATE WORD
THE H-E-B AWARD
Jairo Cruces graduated from the H-E-B School of Business at the University of Incarnate Word with an MBA in 
finance in 2020. Since receiving his award, Jairo has continued to grow his business, Cruces Cedar Clearing 
LLC,  a land management company whose primary purpose is to provide land stewardship and provide services 
that involve the recycling of natural products, timber harvesting, water solutions and wildlife conservation. 
Recently, the business has acquired two additional tracts of land, one to build for customer retail and one 
for investment.  The investment tract of land is currently being developed as a new subdivision to provide 
affordable, sustainable living in Kerrville, Texas. This is the next phase in which Jairo’s company will embark 
in developing communities that provide conservatorship, affordability, and creation while preserving the 
natural environment.

JUSTIN R. WOOD, UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS
FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
Justin Wood  grew up in Paradise, Texas, working summers at his father’s construction business—where 
he first experienced the trials and triumphs of the entrepreneur.  He is a first-generation college student 
and  completed his undergrad studies in 2009 from the University of North Texas with dual BBA degrees 
in business economics and marketing—subsidizing his 4-year scholarship with part-time employment to 
graduate debt free.  He will complete his MBA at UNT in December 2021. Justin is a mortgage production 
expert and licensed loan originator in Texas and works for Homebridge Financial Services. Justin’s future 
business goals are with his company, Wood Principal Finance, a stand-alone mortgage company and wealth 
management firm, built on the foundation of helping the next generation of first-time homebuyers and 
homeowners in Texas.

ANDREW BOURDILLON, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
THE MIKE A. MYERS AWARD
After graduating from The McCombs School of Business in May of 2021, Andrew joined a fast-growing, 
sports-tech startup in Austin called WIN Reality as Director of Finance & Corporate Development. The 
company builds and sells Virtual Reality-based baseball and softball training software. Customers include 
MLB teams, professional, college and high-school athletes and more recently, any less competitive player in 
the consumer market looking to improve their performance.  Andrew was tasked with starting and building 
out the company’s finance, accounting and operations functions, and has since grown the team to four. The 
company recently closed a non-dilutive financing round, giving them runway through the holidays, after 
which they are looking to raise a larger equity round. Andrew’s long-term goal is to establish his own venture 
capital and private equity firm in Austin.

BRANDON KARAM, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
THE T.T. & W.F. CHAO “CHAIRMAN’S” AWARD
Brandon Karam is a native Texan born in San Antonio.  He received a mechanical engineering degree at Rice 
University, a JD at George Washington University, and an MBA at the University of Texas McCombs School of 
Business. While practicing law, Brandon and his first cousin founded Pristine Sprays to create more natural 
and eco-friendly personal care products that are better for the skin and more sustainable for the planet. 
Brandon and his cousin had the opportunity to pitch their flagship “flushable wet wipe alternative” on ABC’s 
Shark Tank.  It is sprayed onto dry toilet paper to create an instant wet wipe that is actually flushable and 
free of harsh ingredients.  Pristine has since appeared on Good Morning America, CNBC, and iHeartRadio to 
market their brand new product category “toilet paper spray.”

GARRETT DEWBRE, TRINITY UNIVERSITY
THE DOUG & MARTHA HAWTHORNE FAMILY FUND AWARD
A first-generation college student, Garrett received his bachelor’s degree in biology from Texas Tech University 
and a master’s degree in healthcare administration from Trinity University. In 2016 Garrett co-founded Difyn, 
a technology company with the goal of incorporating virtual reality into the online car shopping experience. 
In 2017, Difyn was acquired by a top-100 privately held auto group. Garrett is also the founder of Leather 
Trust, a luxury Apple Watch band company, and a portion of every sale is donated to the Colorectal Cancer 
Alliance. Currently, Garrett is a hospital administrator at Lake Granbury Medical Center in Granbury, Texas. 
Garrett’s long-term goal is to start a company that helps improve care coordination for oncology patients.



ANTHONY GANTT, BUNKER LABS / MARINE CORPS
NAU FUTURE TEXAS LEGEND MARINE CORPS VETERAN AWARD
Marine Major Anthony Gantt, a 22+ year Marine, husband, and father of six, founded At Ease, a short-term 
rental platform helping federal civilian and military employees and their families find government approved, 
temporary housing with less time and frustration. After three moves in two years, Anthony and his wife, 
Novia, started At Ease with the mission to simplify the booking and reimbursement process for PCS orders 
(permanent change of station). At Ease is founded and operated by active military families and veterans and 
is dedicated to improving the lives of our heroes and their families. At Ease recently won the $100,000 Q2 
and Austin FC pitch competition, became a Goldman Sachs 10K Small Business fellow, and was accepted to 
TVL and MetaProp Accelerators. 

VICTORIA LEIGH MESSERSCHMIDT, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT ARLINGTON
THE KELCY WARREN GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP FOR ENGINEERING
Victoria graduated in August of 2021 with her PhD in Biomedical Engineering from the University of Texas at 
Arlington. She also holds a BS in biomedical engineering from Purdue University. Her area of concentration 
is nanotechnology and genetics to aid congenital heart disease, for which she was recognized as a National 
Institute of Health T32 Fellow. Her company, Cordis Health Products LLC, is focused on helping adults with 
abnormal heart rhythms, specifically in hard-to-reach places such as those that are rural. The device will help 
cardiologists recommend treatment plans and therapy for patients, while giving patients easier access to 
medical professionals. Currently, Victoria’s goal is to continue to iterate her device and file a patent for her 
new combination technology.

PHILIP SCOTT MILLER, III, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Philip Miller was a TBHF scholarship recipient in 2020 while finishing his Master’s in Marketing at The 
University of Texas at Dallas. Due to the financial effects of Covid-19, Philip pivoted his original plan and 
completed an MBA  from LSUS. Philip is the Owner of Crull Fitness, a Richardson, TX based sports performance 
training center. Philip is also the President of PM3 Sports, a full-service sports agency representing NFL 
and collegiate athletes. With new laws regarding Name Image and Likeness for college athletes Philip has 
been able to leverage his network from Crull Fitness to help athletes earn money through various business 
ventures. Philip is currently focused on expanding Crull Fitness into Melissa, TX and recruiting potential NFL 
players for the 2022 NFL draft.

GAURAV SETHI, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Gaurav Sethi is an Honors graduate of the University of Texas at Dallas with a degree in finance and actuarial 
science. He currently works at J.P. Morgan Chase as an investment banking risk analyst. While at school, 
he co-founded 180 Degrees Consulting, a student-run consulting group that provides pro-bono services to 
nonprofits. Gaurav is also Co-Founder and CFO of CampusOven, an affordable and convenient meal delivery 
startup that connects students and work-from-home employees to local caterers. CampusOven has been 
his first step in creating change in the food industry, providing affordable and accessible healthy food. 
CampusOven is now in the process of an acquisition with a private buyer. Gaurav has shifted to developing 
new solutions in the crypto space and is working on a new startup.

YAW SAM, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS RIO GRANDE VALLEY
JAMES AND KATHLEEN COLLINS FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
Yaw Sam, who grew up in Accra, Ghana, is currently pursuing his MBA at the University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley. In 2020, Yaw received his bachelor’s degree in marketing from UTRGV. Yaw is very involved in student 
leadership on campus and served as a Senator for the UTRGV Robert C. Vackar College of Business and 
Entrepreneurship. Yaw is the co-founder and marketing director of Brand Geniuz, a marketing agency that he 
launched in 2020. Yaw is also working on a mobile application, My Gyde, that helps creators and influencers 
connect with advertisers and small businesses to increase the impact of influencer marketing through a 
seamless process. The MVP of the app is set to launch in Spring 2022.

DYAN GIBBENS, BUNKER LABS / AIR FORCE
FUTURE TEXAS LEGEND VETERAN AWARD
Dyan Gibbens leads Trumbull, a Forbes Top 25 Veteran Founded Startup, serving energy and defense. Dyan 
studied engineering, instructed skydiving, and learned to fly at the U.S. Air Force Academy with experience in 
autonomy, aerospace, and AI. Dyan’s expertise in industrial engineering is focused on computer vision and 
optimization. She supported drone and leadership initiatives during the Obama and Trump administrations, 
gaining Fortune and Forbes recognition, and supported G7 I7 in Italy. Dyan was selected to serve on the 
Advanced Technology External Advisory Council in 2019 and the Global Partnership on AI in 2020. Dyan 
serves as a Strategic Advisor and Acting CTO to AFWERX and SpaceWERX (U.S. Air and Space Forces).

JUDSON KAUFFMAN, BUNKER LABS / NAVY
FUTURE TEXAS LEGEND VETERAN AWARD
Jud Kauffman, a native Texan, dropped out of college early and became a Navy SEAL, deployed three times 
to Iraq, and earned multiple combat distinguishments. After his military career, Jud returned to school to 
earn a degree from Belmont University before becoming a serial entrepreneur. Jud is a co-inventor on three 
US patents and has co-founded five companies, including a distillery, a consulting firm, a security company, 
a construction company, and an ocean robotics company called Terradepth. Terradepth’s unique unmanned 
submersible technology will enable cost-effective, detailed data-capture that, when paired with big data 
analytics and machine learning, will offer new insights into our oceans. He enjoys volunteering his time 
supporting teenagers’ personal development, transitioning military personnel, and inspiring entrepreneurs.

SAMANTHA SNABES, BUNKER LABS / AIR NATIONAL GUARD
THE GREG ARMSTRONG FUTURE TEXAS LEGEND VETERAN AWARD
Samantha Snabes is an officer in the Mississippi Air National Guard. She also serves on the Chief, National 
Guard Bureau’s National Guard Innovation Team after supporting the launch of the Defense Innovation unit 
Experimental-Austin for the SecDef. In her civilian capacity, she’s the co-founder of re:3D-a bootstrapped, 
open-source, socially-driven US manufacturer of affordable, large-scale 3D printers capable of printing 
with virgin or recycled filament, pellets and/or flake. re:3D was selected as the 2021 Consumer Technology 
Association Company of the Year, 2020 Tibbetts Awardee, 2019 Startup of the Year, 2018 $1M Global Creator 
Awards Winner, 2015 Collision Pitch Winner and grantee of multiple SBIR/STTR grant. Samantha holds a 
BS-Biology, BA degrees-International Relations and Hispanic Studies, MBA-concentrations in supply chain 
management and international relations, and certified firefighter/EMT-B. 

BRITTANY (BRUNSON) MCSWEENY, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Brittany (Brunson) McSweeny is originally from the Dallas area and is pursuing an MBA at the University 
of Texas at Dallas. In her undergraduate studies at the University of Arkansas, Brittany co-developed 
Brunson Bump System in 2015, a software program to automate and optimize manual tasks involved in 
sorority recruitment. She has since started a company, BBMC Solutions, and has sold the program to several 
universities. Brittany currently works for Southwest Airlines on the Customer Experience Team, where she is 
responsible for identifying gaps in the customer journey, ideating, and executing solutions. Most recently, 
this includes assisting in the creation and implementation of the customer facing pandemic response plan, 
“The Southwest Promise.” 


