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Recipients



BARTON CROMEENS 
Acton School of Business

ANTHONY NGUYEN 
Baylor University

NATHAN BYRD 
Dallas Baptist University 

The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

MARSTELL TARAY HINES 
Dallas Baptist University 

The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

CHRISTINA PEREZ 
Dallas Baptist University 

The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

BROOKE ASHLEY BROWN 
Houston Baptist University 

The Stewart Morris Scholarship

MADISON APSHIRE 
Lamar University 

The Ben Rogers Scholarship

HUGO LOZANO 
Rice University

WESLIE R. GRAY 
Sam Houston State University 

The SWBC Foundation Scholarship

BENJAMIN NEWCOME 
Southern Methodist University 

The Robert H. Dedman Scholarship

OLIVIA LUKO 
Southern Methodist University 
The Signor Family Scholarship

MORGAN L. GRACE 
St. Mary’s University 

The Carlos and Malu Alvarez  
Scholarship

QUINTIN ANDREW PILE 
St. Mary’s University 

The William E. “Bill” Greehey  
Scholarship

STANISLAVA TERZIEVA-CRAIG 
St. Mary’s University 

The Harvey E. Najim Scholarship

DEBRA LAJOYCE KEMP 
St. Philip’s College 

The Whataburger Scholarship

SCOTT FELTON 
Texas A&M University

SARAH MITCHELL 
Texas Christian University

PATRICK RUBEN DAVENPORT 
Texas Southern University

LORIN WILSON 
Texas State University

JOHN MICHAEL GETZ 
Texas Tech University 

The Silver & Black Give Back  
Scholarship

JOCELYN JOHNSON 
Texas Tech University –  
Free Market Institute 

The McLane Company Reading  
Program Scholarship

KATHERINE ANNE FIEDLER 
Trinity University 

The Doug & Martha Hawthorne Family  
Fund Scholarship

LUIS ALMANZA 
University of Dallas 
The Mitchell Family  

Foundation Scholarship

SUSAN HORAK 
University of Dallas 
The Mitchell Family  

Foundation Scholarship

FREDERICK INFANTE 
University of Dallas 
The Mitchell Family  

Foundation Scholarship

TRAVIS LEE ZIMMERMAN 
University of Houston

VICTORIA VARA PRESAS 
University of the Incarnate Word 

The H-E-B Scholarship

L. MEAGHAN HILDINGER 
University of North Texas

JOSEPH CABRERA 
University of Texas 

The Mike A. Myers Scholarship

LATASHA TAYLOR STARR 
University of Texas - Arlington 

The Kelcy Warren Graduate Fellowship  
for Engineering

ASHLEY CHRISTINE DACY 
University of Texas - Arlington 

The TBHF Chairman’s Scholarship

TINA DIMITROVA 
University of Texas – Dallas 

The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

BRIAN HOANG 
University of Texas – Dallas 

The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

KONAN MIRZA 
University of Texas – Dallas 

The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

JOSHUA DEAN SHAVER 
University of Texas – Rio Grande Valley

LAUREN CORNELL 
University of Texas – San Antonio



Barton Crommens
aCTon sCHool of Business
A lifelong Texan, Barton Cromeens received undergraduate degrees in communications 
and Spanish from Southwestern University in 1993 and an MBA in entrepreneurship from 
Acton School of Business in 2018. Between his undergraduate and graduate education, 
Cromeens spent 25 years in media, rising from reporter to vice president roles – overseeing 
newsrooms, content and business strategy. Today, he is working on sustainable models 
for local journalism as well as what he calls NYSE for digital content.

Nathan Byrd
dallas BapTisT universiTy
Nathan Byrd works at Dallas Baptist University, where he is pursuing his BBA/MBA in 
accounting. At DBU, Nathan has maintained a 4.0 GPA and is distinguished as the 2018 
top DBU accounting student. He has been recognized and rewarded by prestigious 
organizations like Delta Mu Delta, Phi Theta Kappa, and The Dallas Woman’s Club. Nathan 
also serves as the kindergarten teacher at his church and plans to earn his CPA and start 
a fitness business.

Christina Perez
dallas BapTisT universiTy
Christina is a student at Dallas Baptist University. She is perusing her MBA in 
entrepreneurship. Christina is the founder and creative director of EMV & Co., a branding 
and web design business for small businesses. She hopes to own or invest in multiple 
businesses while consistently being involved in the leadership team of her local church. 

Anthony Nguyen
Baylor universiTy
Hailing from Dallas, Texas, Anthony Nguyen is a passionate small business entrepreneur. 
He is proudly a first generation college graduate within his family, and attended Baylor 
University for both his Bachelor’s degree and Executive MBA. Anthony has future business 
aspirations that include expanding his current company, as well as diversifying his portfolio 
into other industries. During his free time, Anthony loves to travel, and spend time with his 
family and dog, Cooper.

Marstell Taray Hines
dallas BapTisT universiTy
Taray Hines grew up in Dallas, Texas and graduated from Grambling State University 
where she received her BA in Accounting and is currently completing her MBA at Dallas 
Baptist University. She has spent most of her career working in finance, mainly in the 
healthcare sector. Recently discovering her entrepreneurial spirit, she helped to create 
the “World Apparel Co.” brand and a non-profit with her husband, Joseph Hines, called 
“Work the Dream.”

Brooke Ashley Brown
HousTon BapTisT universiTy
Brooke Brown is a supervisor and Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor at GLO CPAs LLLP, a 
Houston-based CPA firm. Prior to her current status she had been an associate with a local 
CPA firm for over five years since graduating with her bachelor’s degree in accounting 
from Texas A&M University in 2013. Brooke earned her MBA degree with a specialization 
in accounting from Houston Baptist University in August 2018 and is currently sitting for 
the CPA exam.



Madison Apshire
lamar universiTy
Madison is a student at Lamar University and will be graduating this December with 
her BBA in entrepreneurship after two and a half years of study. She will be pursuing 
her MBA of general business starting in the coming spring semester. Throughout her 
college career, Madison has received Dean’s and President’s List recognition. Madison 
has also been attending the Lamar Institute of Technology studying computer drafting 
and working as a project supervisor for a residential construction company.

Weslie R. Gray
sam HousTon sTaTe universiTy
Weslie Gray earned her BBA in marketing from Sam Houston State University in 2006 
and is currently pursuing her MBA at Sam Houston. She is known for her entrepreneurial 
spirit and started her own business, Gypsy Soul Boutique, in 2012. Weslie also strives 
to live by her university’s motto “The measure of a Life is its Service.” She serves her 
community through the Huntsville Junior Service League and the Walker County Area Go  
Texan Committee.

Olivia Luko
souTHern meTHodisT universiTy
Olivia Luko is a second-year student pursuing her MBA at the Cox School of Business at 
Southern Methodist University. Olivia founded her brand, Hats by Olivia, in summer 2015 
and continues to run the company today. Hats by Olivia is an ecommerce sun hat company 
focused on unique and custom designs. Hats by Olivia Party Straws were featured in the 
Neiman Marcus Christmas book in 2017 and sold at every store in the country.

Hugo Lozano
riCe universiTy
Hugo Lozano grew up in Monterrey, Mexico and immigrated to the US in 2008, graduating 
as a chemical engineer from the University of Notre Dame in 2012. His career began 
in Pittsburgh, as a process development engineer in PPG Industries. Since 2015, Hugo 
leads his family’s chemical company Q2 Technologies while completing his MBA at Rice 
University in the evenings. He proudly became a US citizen in 2017 and is interested in 
energy/petrochemical sector opportunities.

Benjamin Newcome
souTHern meTHodisT universiTy
Ben Newcome is a native of north Texas, growing up in Allen and later graduating from 
Baylor University with a Bachelor’s of Science in Mathematics. He then spent the next 6 
plus years working for Aon in their Healthcare Consulting Practice before deciding to go 
back to school to obtain an MBA from Southern Methodist University. Ben currently lives 
in Richardson, Texas with his beautiful wife, Kayla.

Morgan L. Grace
sT. mary’s universiTy
Morgan L. Grace has spent the last decade working and teaching at various universities 
in the U.S. and Australia, including Rice University, the University of New South Wales and 
St. Mary’s University. She currently serves as the vice-president of marketing of Auntie 
Snaps Gourmet Cookies, an LLC she co-founded in 2005. Morgan holds a MA and BA in 
Communication Studies from Texas Tech University and is currently pursuing her MBA at 
St. Mary’s University.



Quintin Andrew Pile
sT. mary’s universiTy
Quintin Pile moved to San Antonio, Texas from South Carolina upon graduating from 
Wofford College in 2017 with a bachelors in finance and accounting. He continued his 
collegiate baseball career at St. Mary’s University, where he is currently pursuing an MBA. 
In addition to being a Dean’s List scholar, he serves as a finance and accounting tutor, 
investments club leader, and youth baseball coach. Quintin has accepted a financial 
advisory position with Edward Jones.

Debra LaJoyce Kemp
sT. pHilip’s College
Debra has been an entrepreneur since the age of eleven, and with extreme motivation 
she grasped the basic knowledge of inventing hairstyles. During the next 15 years, Debra 
informally built her customer clientele. In 2009, Debra opened J&P’s Hairstyling and Spa. 
Thriving with inspiration, Debra selected programs such as Dress for Success, and Young 
Teenage Parents to give back to the community. Currently, Debra is an undergraduate at 
St. Philip’s College pursuing an AA in Business and Entrepreneurship.

Sarah Mitchell
Texas CHrisTian universiTy
Sarah Mitchell is a native Texan and aspires to live out the Lone Star State traditions of hard 
work, dedication and independence. She is currently pursuing a degree in entrepreneurial 
management at Texas Christian University. Sarah is the founder of Cake Buds in  
Bloom and inventor of a unique bakery product. She loves people and has a passion to 
empower others.

Stanislava Terzieva-Craig
sT. mary’s universiTy
Stanislava supports the USAA Chief Legal Office with Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity Regulatory Compliance. Stanislava spent seven years at Citigroup where 
she was the vice president of Enterprise IT Service Management and the AVP of Business 
Intelligence. She has held various leadership positions in Citi Technology Infrastructure, 
Technology Operations, Business Intelligence Unit, Global AML and Sanctions Compliance. 
Stanislava has an extensive financial industry background and will graduate with an MBA 
for value driven leaders.

Scott Felton
Texas a&m universiTy
After earning a degree in civil engineering from Texas Tech University, Scott worked 
throughout Texas in various civil engineering consulting roles. In 2016, one of the most 
critical years of Scott’s life, he obtained his professional engineering licensure, began to 
pursue entrepreneurship, was accepted into Texas A&M for an MBA and met his beautiful 
wife, Krystal. In his spare time, Scott enjoys college sports, economics podcasts, and his 
dogs, Whitley and Milo.

Patrick Ruben Davenport
Texas souTHern universiTy
Patrick R. Davenport is pursuing a JD/MBA at Texas Southern University. A native Texan, 
Patrick was born in San Antonio, then lived and worked in Chicago and San Francisco 
until returning to Houston to further his professional career. Patrick is the development 
assistant for the Office of External Affairs at Thurgood Marshall School of Law, sits on the 
Advisory Board of MMAP ( Mural Music & Arts Project) and is a member of the Saint Luke 
Men’s Club and Hispanic Law Student Association.



Lorin Wilson
Texas sTaTe universiTy
Lorin is the lead clinical gait specialist at RunLab Austin. He founded BlueSky Fitness LLC, 
which provides fitness programs for teachers in the Austin Independent School District 
and is a fitness instructor for the non-profit “Power For Parkinson’s.” Lorin will earn his 
MBA from Texas State University. Lorin is going to work at Ernst and Young Houston after 
he graduates, and aspires to use business as a platform to help others.

Jocelyn Johnson
Texas TeCH universiTy – free markeT insTiTuTe
Jocelyn Johnson, 33, is a licensed professional barber/stylist and owner of Lady Jai’s 
Beauty Bar. Jocelyn was born in Dallas, Texas, were she graduated High School from 
Dallas Can Academy and attended Velma B’s Beauty Academy. She holds an Associate 
of Applied Science degree and currently attends Texas Tech University’s Rawls College 
of Business. Johnson is an entrepreneur operating several small businesses under her 
company Lady Jai Inc., including Lady Jai’s Fashion Boutique, Lady Jai’s Kitchen, and Lady 
Jai’s Mayvenn online hair store.

Luis Almanza
universiTy of dallas

Luis Alex Almanza currently works with American Airlines as a process engineer and data 
analytics consultant. He will obtain a Master of Science in Business Analytics from the 
University of Dallas in December. Alex is passionate about turning data into actionable 
intelligence that supports better decisions. When he is not wrangling data, he and his wife 
Rebecca love to travel and volunteer at their parish.

John Michael Getz
Texas TeCH universiTy
John Michael Getz is in his second and final year of graduate school at Texas Tech 
University where he is pursuing a Master of Science in Accounting. John completed 
bachelor’s degrees in accounting and finance from Texas Tech in 2017. Upon graduation 
in May, John will begin full time with Ernst and Young where he will work with financial 
service clients. At Texas Tech, John has been involved with Student Government, Greek 
life, and various ambassador organizations.

Katherine Anne Fiedler
TriniTy universiTy
Katherine Anne Fiedler was born in Houston, Texas and attended Episcopal High School. 
Katie then attended Georgia Institute of Technology for her undergraduate degree, 
where she received a BS in Biomedical Engineering. During school, Katie worked on 
projects within the healthcare field that inspired her to pursue a master’s in Healthcare 
Administration from Trinity University. Katie will start an administrative residency at Texas 
Health Resources in January and is very honored to have received this scholarship.

Susan Horak
universiTy of dallas
Susan Horak received her bachelor’s degree in Nutrition/Business from Texas Woman’s 
University in Denton, Texas. She is currently a graduate student at the University of 
Dallas and is pursuing a dual degree in IT Management and a professional MBA degree. 
Susan is very honored and thankful to the Texas Business Hall of Fame for giving her the 
opportunity to pursue her future business endeavors in agriculture in her hometown of 
Farmersville, Texas.



Frederick Infante
universiTy of dallas
Frederick Infante moved to Dallas, Texas in 1997 from Caracas, Venezuela. He currently 
serves as a contract specialist for Tenet Healthcare, earned an MBA from the University of 
Dallas and received his BS in Business Administration cum laude at The University of Texas 
at Dallas. Frederick also plans to further his career in entrepreneurship. He is honored 
and grateful for this scholarship opportunity, which serves to further his entrepreneurial 
dreams in the chemical sector.

Victoria Vara Presas
universiTy of THe inCarnaTe Word
Victoria Vara Presas, founder of B & A Logistics, LLC. in 2017, serves as the vice president 
for the company and oversees all financial planning of the international and domestic 
accounts. She is also responsible for all customer relations. Victoria proudly served in 
the United States Navy from 2010 to 2015. She is currently a senior at the University of  
the Incarnate Word pursuing a Bachelors of Business Administration with a concentration 
in accounting.

Joseph Cabrera
universiTy of Texas
Joseph is a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and has spent nearly a 
decade leading elite Teams through austere and complex environments. He is now chief 
of staff at Kasasa, an Austin based Fintech. Joseph is also co-founder of a lifestyle fitness 
company focused on promoting the warrior spirit throughout Texas. At the University 
of Texas, Joseph serves as a McCombs Ambassador and the Class of 2019 Graduate 
Business Council President.

Travis Lee Zimmerman
universiTy of HousTon
Following an honorable Air Force enlistment as a Tactical Air Controller, Travis Lee 
Zimmerman opted against reenlistment to pursue his dream of becoming a successful 
entrepreneur. Fueled by an endless hunger to learn, he will soon earn undergraduate 
degrees in finance and entrepreneurship from the Bauer College of Business and Wolff 
Center for Entrepreneurship. Travis would like to thank his mother, Sylvia, for raising him 
to understand that anything is possible through perseverance and faith.

L. Meghan Hildinger
universiTy of norTH Texas
L. Meaghan Hildinger earned her BBA in Entrepreneurship with a minor in German from 
the University of North Texas in 2013 and will receive her MBA in Strategic Management 
from UNT in December 2018. Alongside her position as assistant director of Annual Giving 
at UNT, she is a Certified Wedding Planner and owner of Big Day Coordination, a wedding 
planning company based in Denton, Texas. Together, she and her husband, David, have 
many business aspirations.

LaTasha Taylor Starr
universiTy of Texas - arlingTon
LaTasha founded ESTe²M Builders, an engineering education company that builds 
confidence, competence and creativity through hands-on entrepreneurship experiences 
in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM). She put her industry career on hold 
to pursue a PhD in Industrial, Manufacturing and Systems Engineering from the University 
of Texas at Arlington where she maintains a 3.8 GPA. She is committed to replenishing 
the future workforce by inspiring the next generation of explorers through education and 
public outreach.



Ashley Christine Dacy
universiTy of Texas - arlingTon
Ashley Dacy is a PhD candidate in biomedical engineering at the University of Texas 
at Arlington. She has conducted research involving cartilage regeneration, wound 
imaging, 3D printing, and metastatic cancer trapping. She currently performs design 
and development work for patents related to wound imaging and cancer trapping as an 
engineering consultant for the biotech firm Progenitec. She earned a Bachelor of Science 
in chemical engineering from the University of Notre Dame in 2014.

Brian Hoang
universiTy of Texas – dallas
Brian is the co-founder and CEO of Immosis, an agency that specializes in creating virtual 
and augmented reality content. Their immersive software experiences have impacted 
a variety of industries from gaming to healthcare. Previously, he was the founder and 
president of two technology education organizations at The University of Texas at Dallas. 
When he is not working, he enjoys engaging with the startup community through writing, 
social media, networking events, speaking opportunities and coffee meetings.

Joshua Dean Shaver
universiTy of Texas – rio grande valley
Joshua was born near Austin, Texas but raised bi-lingual in Mexico City, Mexico. After 
earning his bachelors in 2011, he moved back to Texas aspiring to own a business. Now 
managing partner for a McAllen-based healthcare diagnostic company, he remains 
engaged with the community and continues learning outside of the office as president of 
the MBA-A at UTRGV. Joshua aims to eventually combine his private pilots license with 
the pursuit of business in aviation.

Tina Dimitrova
universiTy of Texas – dallas
Tina Dimitrova is a senior at the University of Texas at Dallas majoring in finance with 
a minor in accounting. She has completed internships at Teacher Retirement System 
of Texas, Third Coast Ventures, and Goldman Sachs, fueling her passion for investing. 
At school, Tina participates in a student-led seed fund and leads the largest finance 
organization as president. Her post-graduate goals are to work at a private equity firm 
and later, raise her own fund.

Konan Mirza
universiTy of Texas – dallas
Konan Mirza is a junior at The University of Texas at Dallas pursuing a Bachelor of Science 
in Finance and Economics. He has had tremendous experience in the finance world 
through his roles as a venture capital analyst at Moneta Ventures and a hedge fund analyst 
at Highside Capital. Konan then used this business experience to start his own company, 
Alta Air, which uses drone technology to monitor air pollution of cities.

Lauren Cornell
universiTy of Texas – san anTonio
Lauren Cornell, MS graduated from Texas A&M in 2009. She was selected as an Oxford 
exchange student and spent a year researching abroad before returning to Texas to 
complete her masters in biomedical engineering. She is currently a research fellow at 
the US Army Institute for Surgical Research and a PhD student in translational science. 
Ms. Cornell co-founded NovoThelium in 2015, a company focused on improving nipple 
reconstruction for women who have undergone a mastectomy.




