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DION TRAN, LAMAR UNIVERSITY
THE BEN J. ROGERS AWARD
Dion Tran is currently a dual BBA/MSA student pursuing a degree in accounting at Lamar University. Dion 
is a first-generation American and college student. He has received the Financial Executives International 
Scholarship, awarded to students for academic achievement, leadership skills, and career plans in the finance 
or accounting field, as well as the TXCPA Scholarship, awarded to students with the intent of becoming a Texas 
CPA. With plans to obtain CPA certification by 2023, Dion has accepted a full-time offer at Deloitte Houston 
in its audit practice after completion of his Winter internship. He wants to use the knowledge of business 
structure and funds obtained from public accounting to reinvest back into his business, K.creates. K.creates 
provides custom embroidered articles of clothing as well as a wide range of stationery items. 

GRACE ELIZABETH ELLIOTT, DALLAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
In July of 2020, Grace launched her own floral design and events company, Grace Blooms Events. Since the 
launch of her business, she has designed and coordinated numerous events and steadily grown her clientele. 
She uses her entrepreneurial experience and the foundation built from her studies in business hospitality 
and hotel management, to bring new ideas and trends to Diamond Affairs clientele and the DBU Women’s 
Auxiliary Board, where she also works while running her business. Grace is known for her transitional design 
style and her love for intricate floral design. She is eager to continue to expand her work in the hospitality 
industry. Grace anticipates receiving her MBA with a specialty in marketing at DBU in May 2023.

FOREST SHOULTS, DALLAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY  
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Forest Shoults is the owner and founder at Mountaintop Films, an adventure elopement, wedding film and 
photography company based in Dallas. Forest and his wife love capturing the most important moments in 
people’s lives, retelling and preserving them for a lifetime in some of the most beautiful places in Texas, as 
well as across the world. In four years, Mountaintop Films has filmed and photographed over one hundred 
weddings, shot in five different countries, and has been published in multiple bridal magazines. His goal is 
to open a series of studios that would each feature a creative workspace and a coffee shop that can be used as 
a rented venue space for filming music videos, creating and capturing digital media for companies.

CHELSEA LESTER, HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
THE STEWART MORRIS AWARD
Chelsea Lester is currently pursuing her MBA in organizational development and change at Houston Baptist 
University with the goal of growing her understanding of organizational design and becoming a successful 
change agent among organizations providing mental health services and resources to underserved 
communities. She is currently growing her company, Building Bridges with Love, to be a mental health 
resource that expands beyond the walls of the schools and serves Houston’s underserved youth. In addition to 
Building Bridges, Chelsea is a licensed real estate agent and is currently working on her mortgage originator 
license with the goal of opening her own “one stop shop” real estate business. Once her master’s degree is 
completed, she plans on adding teaching at the college-level to her professional interests.

GARRETT ROBERT NEVILLE, RICE UNIVERSITY
THE. T.T. & W.F. CHAO AWARD
Garrett Neville is a Texas native and serial entrepreneur from The Woodlands. As the son of a podiatric physician 
and surgeon, Garrett started learning medical entrepreneurship at a young age. He is currently pursuing a 
career as an entrepreneur who combines commercial real estate, healthcare, and family-enterprise all into 
one. Today, he oversees the initial operations for Pro•Motion Mobile Medical Marketing LLC, a medical device 
startup that specializes in the creation and delivery of ambulatory technologies. Additionally, he serves as Co-
Founder, Investor, and Project Administrator for a 64K SF medical office and retail development north of The 
Woodlands. Garrett is an MBA Candidate at Rice University’s Jones Graduate School of Business in Houston 
and holds a BBA in finance from the McCombs School of Business.

SOPHIA FITZ RANDOLPH, RICE UNIVERSITY
THE T.T. & W.F. CHAO “CHAIRMAN’S AWARD”
Sophie Randolph, this year’s Chairman’s Award recipient, is currently finishing her MBA at Rice University, 
with a focus in entrepreneurship. Raised in western Massachusetts, she fell in love with Texas and the 
opportunities it has provided her in growing two companies. She founded Crescendo Management in 2019, 
something she viewed as an operational learning tool that has evolved into a revenue generating booking, 
managing, and marketing company for later-stage start-ups in the services sector. She plans to eventually 
sell her stake in this company to focus on her next endeavor, Green Room, a company and software that 
targets independent music artists and aims to consolidate (and remedy) the long-term economic barriers 
most independent artists face because they do not have a single source of income.

SHANNON MARTIN, SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY
THE SWBC FOUNDATION AWARD
Shannon received his Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology from Sam Houston State University and 
is currently pursuing his Master’s in Business Administration from Sam Houston State University. Shannon 
began his career at an early age while working in the family-owned machine shop. This experience instilled in 
him a strong work ethic and a love for entrepreneurship. After earning his bachelor’s degree, Shannon began 
work in the Oil and Gas industry, where he has held multiple leadership roles in both Engineering and Sales. 
Throughout his career, Shannon has developed multiple patents and led several successful projects. Shannon 
is currently employed at MorphPackers as a Senior Design Engineer and Technical Salesman. Shannon’s 
entrepreneurial spirit led him to start a business, AK Concessions, helping local youth athletic associations 
optimize their concession profits.

IREWOLE AKANDE, SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
LUCY BILLINGSLEY FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
Irewole “Wole” Akande is an engineer and life-long entrepreneur. Originally from Nigeria, he moved to the 
United States for his Bachelor’s in engineering management from the Illinois Institute of Technology and is 
currently an MBA Candidate at SMU. He is the co-founder of City Health Tech (CHT) – a health tech startup 
that aims to build the future of global healthcare. Wole believes the future of healthcare is in the prevention 
of diseases through research, policy improvements, proper health education, encouragement of hygienic 
practices, and access to disease prevention technologies. CHT uses connected devices (IoT), behavioral 
science, and health communication to improve and safeguard public health. Wole plans to spend his life 
building technology solutions that are unique, ethical, and inclusive.

KEISHA RISER, BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
Keisha is passionate about healthcare and was motivated by social disparities to make a difference in her 
community. As a “patient advocate,” her desire to address the disparities in underserved populations suffering 
out-of-hospital cardiac arrest became the launch pad for CPR Guru, a CPR, First- Aid, and AED training services 
company. For 13 years, Keisha has worked for the Mary Crowley Cancer Center. She oversees the company’s 
operations with responsibility for patient coordination and quality. Keisha also volunteers at GDAS, an 
indigent medical clinic, and MegaCare, a humanitarian organization that facilitates local health fairs, blood 
drives, homeless events, and academic tutoring. Keisha earned her Bachelor of Science degree in forensic 
science from Baylor University and will graduate with her EMBA in December 2021.



AUSTIN DAVIS, TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
Austin Davis graduated from Texas Tech and started his career in the refining industry. After a short stint in 
Houston, he relocated to NYC to lead the northeast US operations for a major US refiner. In 2011, he took an 
opportunity to join Southwinds Energy, LLC, a private E&P company that was based in Dallas with operations 
in the Mid-Continent. In 2016, he and his business partner started a municipal waste business in the DFW 
area which resulted in an exit in September 2019. Austin stepped into the oilfield service business soon 
after and has been serving as CEO of Connection Field Services, LLC to present. Austin will receive his MBA in 
Energy from the TCU Neeley School of Business in December of 2021. 

RUAN JUSTUS MEINTJES, SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
THE ROBERT H. DEDMAN AWARD
Ruan is African by blood, Cajun by birth, and a Texan by heart. The son of South African wildlife veterinarians, 
Ruan and his family moved to Frisco and the surrounding area in 2000. Ruan attended Patrick Henry College 
in northern Virginia and holds a master’s degree in conflict management and dispute resolution from SMU. 
After college, Ruan managed operations for a small Frisco-based high-complexity medical and real estate 
company. Today, Ruan serves as principal and vice president of a specialty real estate developer in the north 
DFW area. He is concurrently pursuing a JD/MBA at SMU. In his spare time Ruan is an instrument-rated 
pilot, an avid Harley-Davidson rider, marathon runner, and loves spending time with his wife, Ellen, and their 
respective families.

TARAH WILLIAMS, ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY
THE WILLIAM E. “BILL” GREEHEY AWARD
Tarah is currently pursuing a dual MBA and MS degree in Industrial Organizational Psychology at the Greehey 
School of Business at St. Mary’s University. Tarah served in the United States Marine Corps as a Spanish 
linguist and signals intelligence analyst. During her time there, Tarah was captain of the Running Team, 
President of the Marie Corps Ball Committee, and a physical fitness instructor. For the last year, Tarah has 
worked at Rackspace Technology where she played a leadership role in creating a global mentoring program. 
Tarah would like to one day open a firm dedicated to addressing challenges in culture and communications 
in Texas businesses. By combining her two degrees, Tarah plans to help these businesses create long-lasting 
work cultures intertwine employee and organizational development. 

TOKUNBO “TJ” FALOHUN, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
THE BRETT WIGGS INNOVATIVE LEADERSHIP AWARD
An aspiring medical technology innovator, TJ’s dream is to bring affordable, life-saving medical technologies 
to those in need. TJ co-founded Ai-Ris, a medical device company focused on ending diabetes-induced vision 
loss by increasing access to early diagnostic testing. Using novel imaging technology and a proven machine 
learning algorithm, their technology expands access to vision care. In less than two years of operation, Ai-Ris 
has received multiple grants from the National Science Foundation and Blackstone, filed for a provisional 
patent, and published the findings of their technology in Cell & Nature Medicine. TJ also created a med-
tech student organization that brings together students from medicine, engineering, and business to solve 
medical problems in interdisciplinary teams. This was the birthplace of Ai-Ris and Olera, his second venture.

WILLIAM “CHASE” KAMMERER, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
THE MCFERRIN CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP  
FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
Chase Kammerer graduated from the Air Force Academy in 2014 and was a four-year basketball letterman. 
He spent five and a half years in the Air Force as an acquisition officer managing various weapon and space 
asset development programs. He was the recipient of an Air Force Commendation Medal for meritorious 
service for his work on a future satellite ground system. Currently, he is a full-time MBA student at Texas 
A&M, acting vice president of Aggies in Business performing the due diligence activities for the Aggie Angel 
Network, a teaching assistant for an MBA business analytics course, a member of the Air Force Academy 
Entrepreneurs and Investors Club, and is working on an entrepreneurial venture in the OwlSpark startup 
accelerator program at Rice University.

KORDEL JOHNSON, TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Kordel is a first-generation college student who is currently pursuing an MBA at Texas Southern University. He 
received his undergraduate degree in accounting from South Carolina State University, where he also played 
on the South Carolina football team for a consecutive four years and was the recipient of both the Willie 
Heggins and Gigi Zimmerman scholarships. Kordel credits his childhood as driving his “go-getter” spirit and 
football with developing his strong sense of discipline and desire to lead. He is a member of the National 
Association of Black Accountants, as well as the Beta Alpha Psi Honor Society for financial professionals. One 
day, Kordel would like to own his own accounting firm and use that income to develop and invest in other 
businesses. 

JOSHUA TRAVIESO, TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
Before earning a BA in economics from the University of Texas at Austin and pursuing an MBA at Texas 
State University, Joshua gained technical and leadership experience in the United States Marine Corps. 
As a graduate student, Joshua started Floresville, Texas’s first specialty coffee production facility with the 
help of friends from the military utilizing no external capital or funding. As an entrepreneur, Joshua works 
toward developing an organization that makes specialty coffee accessible and affordable. He enjoys working 
with diverse groups to accomplish goals and improve processes. Currently, he is seeking opportunities to 
distribute his specialty products and to improve his skill sets as an entrepreneur and creator. Joshua’s specific 
fields of interest include coffee, business analysis, entrepreneurship, and management.

DARCE ROSS, TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
THE PEFANIS FAMILY AWARD
Owner and operator of Darce Ross Photo, Darce is an accountant and passionate entrepreneur. Having realized 
his entrepreneurial fervor in high school, his initial endeavor was a full-service shoe cleaning business. At 19, 
Darce discovered his passion for photography. He has since developed a strong reputation in photography 
services focused on graduations, engagements, weddings, and other life events, capturing creative and artistic 
memories for his clients. With a passion for diversity, inclusion, and giving back to society, Darce strives to 
incorporate these values into all his entrepreneurial activities. Since the creation of Darce Ross Photo, Darce 
has increased his organizational reach from five to over 100 senior shoots a year. While continuing to grow his 
business to operate independently, Darce is completing his internship at KPMG in the audit division. 

MATTHEW SPENCER HOOD, TRINITY UNIVERSITY
THE DOUG & MARTHA HAWTHORNE FAMILY FUND AWARD
Spencer received his bachelor of science in business administration studying finance and accounting from 
the University of Tennessee. Prior to undergrad, Spencer initiated a start-up lawn care business that serviced 
customers in the greater Nashville community. This experience helped to establish Spencer’s foundational 
business mindset and laid the groundwork for future goals and aspirations he has in business. Currently, 
Spencer is earning a master’s degree in healthcare administration from Trinity University and preparing for a 
career as a healthcare leader in Texas. In January, Spencer will begin his administrative residency at Surgical 
Care Affiliates in their Houston division. Spencer also aspires to start a non-profit organization geared towards 
supporting families of suicide victims.

DANIELA MARIA DURAN GARCIA PRIETO, ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY
THE CARLOS AND MALÚ ALVAREZ AWARD
Originally from El Salvador, Daniela has called San Antonio home since 2018. She is a current double 
major in Digital Marketing and Business Administration and Management. Daniela serves as President of 
the Collegiate Entrepreneurs Organization, Social Media Chair for the Greehey Scholar Program, a student 
analyst at the Najim Center for Corporate Social Responsibility, and on the Student Advisory Council. In 2020, 
Daniela started an internet-based resale business called Fit Looks-- focused on selling female athletic wear 
in the El Salvadorian market (a business that has grown exponentially in less than a year). After graduation, 
Daniela plans to work for Goldman Sachs in client operations and continue to grow Fit Looks. One day, she 
plans to open her own marketing agency in Texas geared towards small business.



JUANIKA K. MCCLENDON, UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS
Juanika K. McClendon, better known as The Big Beauty Boss, is a first-generation college student and twenty-
two-year-old entrepreneur, investor, and influencer. She is a licensed cosmetologist and traveling certified 
eyelash technician in the state of Texas. Juanika owns and operates two small beauty businesses named 
“Wink & Mink” and “Irvy Skin & Beauty.” Wink & Mink, founded in 2017, is a luxury eyelash extension business 
specializing in esthetician services such as application of extension eyelashes and facials services. Irvy Skin & 
Beauty, founded in 2020, is an organic and cruelty-free skincare brand. Juanika is currently completing a BBA 
in entrepreneurship and residential property management with a minor in marketing. Juanika’s long-term 
goals include owning and operating her own hair salon and hair school. 

ZARA ATIQ, UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Zara Atiq is a business analytics professional. She earned her master’s degree in business analytics from the 
University of Dallas and strives to continually inform business decisions through data-driven insights. She 
has worked in the telecommunications industry to significantly increase the customer base for 4G and Mobile 
Financial Services. Zara has also served in the microfinance sector and led awareness programs specifically for 
underprivileged women of Pakistan to empower them financially and increase their access to banking. The 
pandemic has served to inspire her to work toward better health care and she is now determined to launch 
an interactive platform where users will be connected to lifestyle coaches, registered dietitians, and nutrition 
psychologists to help educate them toward a healthier lifestyle.

JOHN PAUL THOMAS, UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
As an entrepreneur, John Paul Thomas started pursuing his career as a fashion designer by starting his own 
fashion label, Fly Forever, in 2018. It is a ready-to-wear menswear line, that is sold online and carried in 
several independent specialty stores around the United States. Over the past year, he has opened a new 
design studio/showroom and has pivoted his focus to his first collection from his Jacob & John line. John Paul 
has also entered into the Airbnb business, which he currently has five rental properties in the downtown area 
and is evaluating other investments in the region. In addition to these three businesses, John Paul would like 
to start a sports agency after he obtains his master’s degree in finance in December 2021.

ANIL GURUNG, UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
T.T. & W.F. CHAO AWARD
Originally from Nepal, Anil Gurung is a first-generation college student who completed his undergraduate 
degree at Texas A&M in mechanical engineering. Currently, he is a PMBA student at University of Houston’s 
C.T. Bauer College of Business. Since earning his undergraduate degree, Anil has risen through the ranks of 
the HVAC industry as an engineer and team leader developing new products. While working full-time, Anil 
started his business, Extrude Technology LLC, in 2017. Extrude Technology provides engineering services such 
as drafting, 3-D modeling, and reverse engineering, to companies at a competitive price. He is also currently 
working on a new business venture, MasterTechPro, a service company that will provide Texas homeowners 
with easy, on-demand access to expert HVAC technicians. Anil plans to formally launch MasterTechPro in 
2021.

LUIS AARON JIMENEZ GUILLEN, UNIVERSITY OF THE INCARNATE WORD
THE H-E-B AWARD
Luis Aaron Jimenez Guillen is a student and entrepreneur at the University of the Incarnate Word with 
more than five years of experience in startup development. He has developed multiple startups in different 
innovation fields such as clean energies, e-commerce, and food ordering. Since the age of 16, he has 
participated in more than seven business competitions. Under Luis Aaron’s leadership, the first student-run 
startup at his university called “Manos Magicas” was able to benefit more than 16 indigenous families and 
grow a local store from San Antonio by selling handmade products through an online platform. Currently, he 
is the president of an entrepreneurship club at UIW (The CEO Club) where he shares his experience with other 
students and helps young entrepreneurs with their projects.

B. PATRICE BARTLETT, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
THE MIKE A. MYERS AWARD
Patrice Bartlett is the Program Lead of the Innovative Heights Business Incubator and Accelerator Program 
which she launched in 2018 at Alamo Heights High School in San Antonio. This program is one of the largest 
and most successful of its kind in the country. Her core focus is to inspire and help high school students solve 
problems through entrepreneurship, where they build prototypes and launch real businesses. In three years, 
15 new businesses have been created through this initiative. Patrice has 13 years of experience in teaching 
secondary mathematics, business and entrepreneurship. She obtained her BBA in marketing from The 
University of Texas at San Antonio and will complete her Executive MBA at the McCombs School of Business 
at The University of Texas at Austin in 2022.

JAIDEEP PATIL, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
THE MITCHELL FAMILY INNOVATIVE LEADER HONORARY AWARD
Jaideep Patil is the co-founder and CEO of Explorastay, an aggregator site that compares dozens of listing 
sites so renters can access the most affordable housing options for one to twelve plus month stays. Jaideep 
launched Explorastay as an undergrad student at UT Austin, when he realized how unconsolidated and time-
consuming the medium-term housing search could be with renters having to scour multiple sites specializing 
in different kinds of properties. Jaideep launched Explorastay to solve this problem. In under a year, the 
company has surpassed $10K in monthly revenue, struck affiliate partnerships with large accommodation 
sites like VRBO and Zumper, won the $25K grand prize at Longhorn Startup Demo Day, joined the Capital 
Factory Accelerator in Austin, and most importantly - connected thousands of renters to housing. 

MERCEDES JOHNSON, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Mercedes Johnson is a first-generation college student who has received undergraduate degrees in mass 
communications and marketing (Texas State University in 2018) and design and production (the University 
of Texas at Dallas). She is currently pursuing her MBA in entrepreneurship and innovation at the University of 
Texas at Dallas. While pursuing her master’s degree, she was invited to participate in the Comet-X Accelerator 
Program where she founded Food Magnet. She placed second in the pitch competition with Food Magnet and 
is actively working with her team to launch the company, her very first start-up. With Food Magnet she aims to 
provide food truck owners with a platform for identifying where customers are and locations to access them. 
She will be piloting this technology in Austin, Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio. 

ROHIT SHENOY, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Rohit Shenoy is a recent graduate from the University of Texas at Dallas, where he was a recipient of the 
McDermott scholarship. He is also the founder of Durable Alpha, a stealth startup in the alternative data 
space. His startup has partnered with major hedge funds across the country and is backed by a hedge fund 
in Dallas. Before this startup, he co-founded CampusOven and Fixe Food, two food tech startups that made 
healthy eating more affordable and accessible for people. He has also worked as a consultant intern at Bain & 
Company and as a software engineer at Highside Global. Rohit looks forward to growing his current startup in 
the coming years and hopefully leading it to a successful exit for the Texas startup ecosystem.

DUSTIN MATHIS, UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION AWARD
Dustin Mathis is owner and founder of Grind To Greatness Skills Development. His business involves 
developing life-lasting relationships with his basketball clients, helping them grow in their personal lives 
and developing their basketball skills to the best of their abilities. Dustin has been able to work with over fifty 
clients within the last few years and each year this number has steadily grown. Being able to help this amount 
of people in their lives on and off the court has truly been the best reward. He plans on acquiring his own 
gym in the future, creating a place for people to call home outside of their home – a place for them to receive 
personal training, skills development and bringing a community closer together.



ROBERT E STRONG, JR., BUNKER LABS / AIR FORCE
THE GREG ARMSTRONG FUTURE TEXAS LEGEND VETERAN AWARD
Robert Strong is a former Staff Sergeant in the United States Air Force. He holds a BA in history from Ithaca 
College, as well as a Certificate of Culinary Arts from Le Cordon Bleu Austin. Robert is the founder and CEO 
of Pretty Thai® Specialty Sauces & Spices. Pretty Thai® was a 2018 H-E-B Quest for Texas Best Finalist and is a 
Primo Pick in 220 H-E-B locations. Pretty Thai® has expanded into the Mid-West in 250 plus Meijer stores, as 
well as into Imperfect Foods Nationwide. Robert is a founder of the Palmer Nicklaus Foundation, dedicated 
to supporting families impacted by congenital heart defects and heterotaxy. The Foundation is in memory of 
Robert’s late son, Palmer, who passed away from CHD and Heterotaxy in May of 2017.

ALEJANDRA JIMENEZ, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS RIO GRANDE VALLEY
JAMES AND KATHLEEN COLLINS & VANTAGE BANK TEXAS FUTURE TEXAS 
BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
Alejandra Jimenez is a passionate small business entrepreneur. She is a first-generation college graduate 
and earned her BBA in the fall of 2019. She is currently a graduate student at The University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley pursuing her MSBA. Alejandra started her own custom jewelry and gift business, A&J Custom 
Creations, in 2020. Her goal is to expand her business and continue growing as a leader. She is a full-time 
administrative assistant at H-E-B Grocery, where she has been recognized with several scholarships and 
awards including the H-E-B Women of Distinction Award. On campus, Alejandra serves as the President of 
the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization. She loves motivating her members to grow and network with 
different leaders and entrepreneurs. 

DAVID ROBINSON, JR., UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO
THE HARVEY NAJIM FUTURE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGEND AWARD
David serves as Director of Placemaking at Weston Urban, where he is focused on launching and programming 
Legacy Park in downtown San Antonio. He joined Weston Urban from Blueprint Local, a firm investing in real 
estate development to promote long-term, inclusive economic growth. Prior to Blueprint Local, David led 
Admiral Capital Group’s efforts to make a strong social impact in the cities where the firm invests. David’s 
focus was to expand Admiral’s platform to make direct impact investments as well as scaling the firm’s 
philanthropic work. Before Admiral Capital Group, David worked for sports and education technology startups 
in Austin and New York. David was born and raised in San Antonio, Texas and graduated from the University 
of Texas at Austin. He recently earned a master’s degree in Urban and Regional Planning at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio.

JUSTIN BRADSHAW, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS / ARMY
THE DOUGLAS L. FOSHEE FUTURE TEXAS LEGEND VETERAN AWARD
Justin Bradshaw is a former Army Diver and currently a Senior Marketing Executive with Labcorp. He has been 
in healthcare for the past five years with a vision to start a medical distributorship in the future. Justin founded 
CombatSwim—a fitness business based on the training he encountered as an Army Diver. Participants would 
perform drills such as underwater weight walks, treading water with weights, full clothes swimming, hypoxic 
drills, and calisthenics. CombatSwim ran for eight years and operated in ten cities across the U.S. Justin still 
trains professional MMA fighters, athletes, and future military members, was also featured as a trainer on 
MTV’s “I Used to be Fat” and was selected as Big Brother of the Year in 2012 for his longtime engagement and 
volunteerism with the organization. 

STEVE JIMENEZ, RICE UNIVERSITY / MARINE CORPS
NAU FUTURE TEXAS LEGEND MARINE CORPS VETERAN AWARD
Houston entrepreneur Steve Jimenez is a Marine and Texas A&M graduate devoted to his three beautiful 
daughters and passionately committed to bettering our shared community. Steve is often joyfully described 
as a professional solver of problems and did just that as a business consultant and Lean Six Sigma Black Belt 
for Fortune 50 businesses upon return from Operation Enduring Freedom. He recently founded technology 
venture rutd, llc (resources united, technology driven), a mobile application that instantly connects veterans 
to resource organizations, and the non-profit Hives for Heroes, operating in multiple countries to create 
purpose and connection through beekeeping. Steve holds a Master’s from the Naval Postgraduate School 
and is pursuing an MBA at Rice University.  He is one of Houston Business Journal’s 2021 “40 under 40,” and 
remains grateful to further meaningful connections through the Texas Business Hall of Fame.

TRAVIS P. WASHINGTON, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN / ARMY
FUTURE TEXAS LEGEND VETERAN AWARD 
Travis Washington is an MBA candidate at the McCombs School of Business. Previously, he served six years in 
the Army as a Platoon Leader and Battalion Fire Direction Officer, receiving an Army Commendation Medal. 
Travis spent two years at Keller Williams Realty as the co-founder and co-team leader of the Washington Real 
Estate Team. Currently, Travis works as a portfolio manager for the MBA Real Estate Investment Fund and is 
active with the Texas Veterans in Business (VP of recruitment) and the Black Graduate Business Association (VP 
of events). Travis aspires to create a Texas-based consulting firm specializing in the application of advanced 
technology to gather critical analytics data to better manage human capital in the workforce to increasing 
efficiency in career management and development programs. 

DEVANSHI YOGESHKUMAR PATEL, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO
AT&T FUTURE LEGEND FIRST IN FAMILY AWARD (IN HONOR OF RICHARD FISHER)
Devanshi Patel is a first-generation college graduate. She obtained a BS in biomedical engineering from 
the University of Texas at San Antonio. Growing up as a young girl in India, Devanshi witnessed how gender 
inequality so often hindered women from pursuing their career goals. In a culture where women traditionally 
marry young to become housewives, the idea of starting a business was hard for her to imagine. Her goal is to 
inspire women in these situations to pursue their goals, particularly in areas of entrepreneurship. In addition, 
Devanshi is a co-founder and CEO of Tranquility Therapeutics. Tranquility Therapeutics won UTSA’s $100K 
Student Technology Venture Competition for developing a drug-free and non-invasive device designed to 
alleviate the symptoms of a panic attack.
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