
Gary Kelly 
 
Gary Kelly serves as the Chairman of the Board and Chief 
Executive Officer at Southwest Airlines. Under Gary’s leadership, 
Southwest has grown to become the nation’s largest airline in 
terms of originating domestic passengers carried and is a mainstay 
on Fortune magazine’s list of the most admired companies in the 
world, ranking 11th in 2020.     

Gary is a 35-year Southwest veteran who began his career at Southwest Airlines as 
Controller, moving up to Chief Financial Officer and Vice President Finance, then 
Executive Vice President and CFO, before being promoted to CEO and Vice Chairman 
in July 2004. Gary assumed the roles of Chairman and President in 2008. In January 
2017, Gary relinquished the title of President. Prior to joining Southwest Airlines in 1986, 
Gary was a CPA for Arthur Young & Company in Dallas and Controller for Systems 
Center, Inc. 

Gary is a lifelong Texan and received a B.B.A. in Accounting from the University of Texas 
at Austin. 
 
 
 


