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OUR MISSION  
& NOTES

The Texas Business Hall of Fame Foundation honors the 
accomplishments and contributions of outstanding 
business leaders in our state. We celebrate their story to 
perpetuate their entrepreneurial spirit, personal integrity 
and community leadership in all generations of Texans. 
Proceeds from the Induction Dinner support the Hall of 
Fame’s prestigious Future Texas Legends Scholarship 
Program—a scholarship awarded at 24 universities around 
the state to rising business leaders with an early record of 
excellence in business innovation, community service and 
civic responsibility. 

The Texas Business Hall of Fame would like to thank the 
Induction Dinner’s presenting sponsor, Texas Capital 
Bank, for the generous support it has provided since 
2014. The Texas Business Hall of Fame would also like to 
acknowledge the loyal participation of our Hall of Fame 
Legends and scholarship recipients in promoting our 
mission around the great state of Texas.
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Mr. Fisher’s ten years at the Federal Reserve were chronicled in the best selling book Fed Up by Danielle DiMartino Booth.

Prior to becoming the president of the Dallas Fed in 2005, Mr. Fisher was Vice-Chairman of Kissinger McLarty Associates, a strategic 
advisory firm, in partnership with Henry Kissinger, the former Secretary of State for Presidents Nixon and Ford, and Mack McLarty, former 
White House Chief of Staff in the Clinton Administration. He was also Senior Advisor of FCM Investors in Dallas, Texas, an investment 
advisory firm that he founded in 1987 (see below). He simultaneously served as Senior Advisor to the law firm of Covington & Burling. 
He was a member of the Board of Directors of EDS.

From 1997 to 2001, Mr. Fisher was Deputy United States Trade Representative with the rank of Ambassador, responsible for U.S. trade 
policy and negotiations in Asia, Latin America, and Mexico and Canada. In 48 trips abroad, he led numerous high profile negotiations, 
including the U.S.–Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement signed by President George W. Bush in 2002; the initiation of agreements 
with Singapore and Chile; and the U.S. Korea Auto Agreement of 1998. He co-chaired the Enhanced Initiative on Competition and 
Deregulation of the Japanese Economy agreed to by President Clinton and Prime Minister Hashimoto. Ambassador Fisher was a senior 
member of the team that negotiated the U.S.–China and U.S.–Taiwan bilateral agreements for accession to the World Trade Organization 
and had oversight responsibility for the implementation of NAFTA. While serving as Deputy USTR, Ambassador Fisher served as Vice-
Chairman of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) and as an alternate member of the Committee on Foreign Investment in 
the United States (CFIUS).

Prior to joining the government, Mr. Fisher was Founder and Managing Partner for ten years of Fisher Capital Management (FCM) and 
Fisher Ewing Partners, with $500 million in equity capital. Fisher Ewing’s sole fund, Value Partners, earned a compound rate of return of 
23.6% per annum during Mr. Fisher’s 9-year period as Managing Partner.

Mr. Fisher began his career in 1975 at the private banking firm of Brown Brothers Harriman & Co. (BBH), as Assistant to Robert V. 
Roosa. He was “lent out” to the Carter Administration to serve as Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury from 1977-79 then rejoined 
BBH to establish their operations in Texas. He was Senior Manager of BBH’s investment management and corporate finance operations 
in Texas until creating FCM in 1987.

Mr. Fisher was educated at the U.S. Naval Academy, Harvard (B.A. cum laude in economics), Oxford (Latin American politics) and 
Stanford (M.B.A.). He has an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from Bryant University. He is a Fellow of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, and an Honorary Fellow of Hertford College at Oxford University. He served on the Board of Overseers of 
Harvard from 2012-2017 where he chaired the Finance, Administration and Management Committee, was chairman of the Social 
Sciences Committee, and was a member of the university’s Inspections (audit) Committee. He is a trustee of the American Institute for 
Contemporary German Studies, the American Council on Germany, and the John Tower Institute at Southern Methodist University.  
Mr. Fisher is also a trustee of Southwestern Medical Foundation at the University of Texas.

Mr. Fisher is a first generation American, the son of an Australian father and South African mother. He is equally fluent in Spanish and 
English, having spent his formative years in Mexico. He is the proud father of four children: Anders, Alison, Miles and Texana. 

In 2006, Mr. Fisher received the Service to Democracy Award and the Dwight D. Eisenhower Medal for Public Service from the American 
Assembly. In 2009, he was inducted into the Dallas Business Hall of Fame. In 2014, he received the Woodrow Wilson Award for Public 
Service. In February of 2015, he received the Order of the Aztec Eagle award, the highest honor given by the Mexican government to 
foreigners. He received the Neil Mallon Award, presented by former Secretary of State George Shultz, in October of 2015.

Mr. Fisher has been involved in a long history of charitable activities. He endowed the Fisher Family Commons at Harvard and also 
the Fisher Family Distinguished International Fellows program at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. The Fisher Family Award 
for Community Service (and variations thereof) is given annually at St. Albans School and National Cathedral School in Washington 
D.C. and at St. Mark’s School, the Hockaday School and the Episcopal School of Dallas. A chair in Women’s Mental Health Studies at 
Southwestern Medical School, University of Texas is named in honor of his late daughter Texana Fisher. He has served on numerous 
eleemosynary boards, ranging from Goodwill of Dallas (Chair), the Dallas Museum of Art, the Dallas Symphony, Boys Clubs of Dallas, 
and The Dallas Committee on Foreign Affairs (Founder and Chair).

Richard W. Fisher is Senior Advisor to Barclays Plc. (a British bank holding 
company) and a Director of PepsiCo, ATT and Tenet Healthcare. He is Senior 
Contributing Editor for CNBC. 

From 2005 to 2015, Mr. Fisher was President and CEO of the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. In this role, Fisher served as a 
member of the Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC), the Federal Reserve’s principal monetary policymaking group. He also 
served as the chair of the Conference of Federal Reserve Bank Presidents, the body that oversees the shared operations of the 12 
Federal Reserve Banks. For five years he served as chair of the IT Oversight Committee for the 12 Federal Reserve banks, putting 
in place the first system-wide CIO structure.

RICHARD W. FISHER
FORMER PRESIDENT AND CEO

Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas



Tim made San Antonio his home when he moved to the City in 1962 to work with his uncle, Frederick C. (“Colonel”) Hixon, in the family 
business. He worked for various Hixon Family companies, including Midland Investment Company and Hixon Development Company, 
where he along with several family members forged the future of the Hixon Family. In 1975, Hixon Properties Incorporated was formed 
as a real estate development company. He was on the Board of Hixon Properties from 1975 to 2006 and served as Chairman of the 
Board from 1998 to 2006. Under Tim’s leadership, Hixon Properties owned and/or developed many important properties that have 
changed the downtown landscape in San Antonio. Some of these include the Westin Riverwalk Hotel, Hotel Contessa and the renowned 
Southbank, which re-energized the San Antonio Riverwalk in the 1990’s. Other significant properties developed or owned and operated 
by Hixon Properties include The River House apartments in River North across from the San Antonio Museum of Art, the Market Street 
and Riverbend garages and most recently, The Soto, the first mass timber building in Texas. The company also owns and/or develops 
storage facilities (Stor Self Storage) across Texas, as well as retail and office properties. Hixon Properties has become one of the most 
significant and respected downtown property developers and owners in San Antonio. One of Tim’s main strengths in business was his 
innate ability to simplify issues. He also had a very strong moral compass. He believed passionately in “doing the right thing,” and this 
steadfast principle has become a hallmark of business at Hixon Properties today. 

Tim’s success in real estate allowed him to leave an amazing legacy of philanthropy. It is apparent through his charitable and civic 
activities, he was very passionate about conservation and education. While he was on the Texas Parks & Wildlife Commission, he 
was instrumental in establishing Government Canyon State Natural Area outside of San Antonio where the Visitor Center is named in 
his honor. Mr. Hixon served as Vice Chairman of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission and as Chairman of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Foundation, where he was honored as a Trustee Emeritus and inducted into the TPW Conservation Hall of Fame. He was also a 
Trustee and Director of the National Board of The Nature Conservancy, as well as The Texas Nature Conservancy, President and Trustee 
(Emeritus) of the San Antonio Zoological Society, a Director of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (who recognized him with its 
Texas Legends Award) and he also served on the Board of the Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute. He served as President of the 
Boone and Crockett Club, the nation’s oldest wildlife and habitat conservation organization, founded in 1887 by Theodore Roosevelt. In 
1997, the club presented him with its Sagamore Hill Award which only eight people have received throughout its history. 

Other notable awards Tim received throughout his life include: San Antonio Anglers Club – Conservationist of the Year, Game 
Conservation International – Conservationist of the Year, Alamo Area of Boy Scouts – Good Scout Award, Rotary Club of Corpus Christi – 
Harvey Weil Sportsman Conservationist Award, Chevron Conservation Award and South Texas Charity Weekends – 2015 South Texan of 
the Year. 

His philanthropy and service also extended outside the conservation space. He is regarded as one of San Antonio’s most influential 
philanthropists, having generously supported and served many nonprofits which shaped San Antonio, such as the Southwest Foundation 
for Biomedical Research (which is now Texas Biomedical Research Institute). 

Tim served on the board of multiple educational institutions including St. Mary’s Hall, The Hotchkiss School and Trinity University. 
Hotchkiss recognized him as its “Man of the Year” in 2000, and at Trinity he was recognized as its Distinguished Alumnus of the Year in 
1998. During his Chairmanship at Hixon Properties, he created The Tim Hixon Business Education Grant Program for young Hixon family 
members to attend summer business programs after graduating from college.

Tim’s love of the outdoors extended to his ranches that he owned and operated. He was most at home in the outdoors, and he loved to 
spend time at the Hixon Ranch near Cotulla and enjoyed being a “cowboy” working the cattle at the OX Ranch in Idaho. He understood 
what it meant to be a steward of the land and always left it better than he found it. Tim left a profound mark on the landscape of America 
and most specifically, Texas and Idaho. 

Tim was a part owner of his beloved San Antonio Spurs where he was a member of the Board of Directors for many years. He enjoyed 
showing off his many championship rings.

George C. “Tim” Hixon was not merely a force of nature, but a force for nature. He had great range; he was equally at home with 
Presidents, politicians and businessmen, chairing a Board meeting and chatting with all the staff in the office, in a tuxedo at charity 
benefits or in cowboy boots and chaps on a horse.  

Tim was born in Jacksonville, Florida in 1937 and attended boarding school at Hotchkiss in Connecticut where he graduated in 1955. 
He went to Washington & Lee University for three years and then served in the U.S. Army for three years. After leaving the army in 1962, 
he moved to San Antonio and worked with the Hixon family business and completed his undergraduate studies at Trinity University 
where he received a B.S. in Economics.  In 1974, he married Karen Johnson Hixon from Ft. Worth, Texas, who was his best friend and 
partner in conservation. Together he and Karen created the Tim & Karen Hixon Foundation. Tim has two sons, a daughter-in-law and two 
grandchildren all who reside in San Antonio.

George C. “Tim” Hixon (1937 - 2018) is widely regarded as one of the most 
influential landowners and developers in San Antonio history, having heavily 
influenced the city’s growth and development. 

GEORGE C.“TIM” HIXON  
(Posthumous)
DIRECTOR EMERITUS
Hixon Properties Incorporated



Bill and Ila Faye married in 1941 just prior to the US being drawn into WWII. Bill served in the Army as a cook and returned to San 
Antonio to work for the Coca Cola Bottling Company. Ila Faye, with a degree in nursing, was employed by Santa Rosa Hospital.

In 1950, with a $500 loan from his father, Bill opened a poultry and egg business, the Highland Poultry House. They would “dress” 
fresh chickens and sell eggs door to door. Bill had a vision and in three years he would open his first restaurant, Miller’s Chicken Box, 
known today as Bill Miller Bar-B-Q. Located on Bill Miller Lane, #1, the first restaurant and flagship of the company is still #1 as it 
continues to lead the company in sales. Even today, sixty-six years later, many customers remember dining with Bill and Ila Faye.  

Ila Faye, who had continued to work at Santa Rosa, quit nursing to join Bill at the restaurant. She may have had a degree in nursing, but 
her children say she had a PhD in retailing. Together, they were able to expand their business, opening a second restaurant in 1965. 

In 1966, upon graduation from Texas A&I Kingsville, Balous, Bill and Ila Faye’s oldest son decided to make Bill Miller Bar-B-Q his career 
rather than pursue teaching. He had been given the opportunity to operate the business the summer before graduation while his parents 
vacationed. He was hooked. His brothers, John and Douglas, would join him after receiving their degrees. Louis Vance, Navy veteran 
and husband to their sister, Vivian, joined them as well.

The family purchased property in downtown San Antonio, in 1970, with the idea of converting the property into a commissary and 
bakery. Many of their products, such as the barbecued meats, potato salad, breads and pies, would be cooked fresh and delivered 
daily to their now four locations. This plant not only allowed them to expand at a faster pace, but it also helped ensure the quality and 
consistency of their product. And expand they did. Today, the commissary is a 24-hour operated bakery and warehouse that provides 
product to 76 Bill Miller locations and five Laguna Madre Seafood Restaurants. 

In 1975, Bill and Ila Faye sold the business to their children who grew the empire into what it is today. The four of them, Balous, John, 
Douglas and Louis, worked tirelessly for more than 35 years. But even in retirement, Bill’s voice would be heard “You boys need to 
add baked potatoes to the menu”. A week later, Bill Miller Bar-B-Q would be serving baked potatoes. Both Balous and John served as 
presidents of the Texas Restaurant Association, and Louis served as president of the San Antonio Restaurant Association.  

Being strong supporters of education, the company offers tuition reimbursement to its more than 5,000 employees and scholarships 
to employees and/or children of employees. To date, the company has paid out more than $3 million in tuition reimbursement and 
$165,000 in scholarships. 

In continued support of education, the Miller family has: Donated land for the University of Texas San Antonio downtown campus; 
Funded the Mama Patrol program when in jeopardy; Participated in livestock sales in Bexar and surrounding counties funding 
scholarships for youth; Founded the Ila Faye Miller School of Nursing at the University of the Incarnate Word; Funded a scholarship 
endowment at Texas Tech University; and Funded a scholarship endowment at Texas A&M Kingsville. 

The company has partnered with several organizations, including Habitat for Humanity, JDRF, the Alzheimer’s Association and the  
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. They are committed to the communities they serve by offering donations of food, supplies and  
money to churches, schools, other fund-raising organizations and disaster relief. 

Many would say it was in their DNA. Bill and Ila Faye Miller, founders of Bill Miller 
Bar-B-Q, both born to merchants operating in the small central Texas town of 
Cranfills Gap. Bill’s father owned and operated the grain mill just outside of town, 
and Ila Faye’s family ran the general store. Both worked in their family businesses.

BILL MILLER FAMILY
BILL MILLER BAR-B-Q



preserve the vision of her business, Kendra waited over 10 years to accept outside investments. She has since grown the company  
to a billion-dollar valuation with over 100 stores nationwide and a thriving e-commerce and wholesale business. According to a  
2018 PitchBook study, Kendra is among only 16 women in the United States to carry the title of founder of a company valued at  
one billion dollars. 

In addition to her passion as a designer, Kendra is leading the charge in creating a brand and a culture that supports women, values 
family, and encourages an entrepreneurial mindset. Kendra has pioneered a new way of interacting with consumers through brand 
experiences that genuinely engage her community. From amazing customer service to “surprise and delight” moments, Kendra 
recognizes the value of creating an authentic connection with her customers.  

Inspired by the guidance she received during the early days of her business, Kendra actively seeks out opportunities to mentor and 
support other entrepreneurs, especially women leaders. Beginning September 2019, she is proud to give new life to this passion through 
a new program at the University of Texas at Austin: The Kendra Scott Women’s Entrepreneurial Leadership Institute. Uniquely positioned to 
address the challenges women often face in business, this program will build a pipeline of courageous, creative female leaders who will 
change the world – in business and beyond.

Kendra has been awarded with the EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2017 National Award; the Breakthrough Award from the Accessories 
Council Excellence Awards; named Outstanding Mother of the Year by the Mother’s Day Council; awarded Texas Businesswoman of the 
Year by the Women’s Chamber of Commerce; listed by Forbes as one of America’s Richest Self-Made Women; listed among the Top 
100 Entrepreneurs of the Year by Upstart Business Journal; and named Best CEO by Austin Business Journal. In October 2019, Kendra 
will be inducted into the Texas Business Hall of Fame. Kendra is a member of the board of directors for the Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation. She is a member of the Council of Fashion Designers of America and she maintains her position as Chairman of the Board 
of Kendra Scott, LLC.  

Kendra Scott is a talented designer, loving mom, passionate philanthropist and  
driven entrepreneur. 

As a creative mind with a love of natural gemstones, Kendra designed her first 
collection of jewelry in 2002 with just $500. Determined to maintain growth and

KENDRA SCOTT
CEO AND FOUNDER
Kendra Scott



Vista has managed capital for hundreds of limited partners, endowments, family offices, high-net-worth individuals and prominent 
pension plans representing more than 40% of public safety employees, including police and firefighters and more than 50% of teachers 
and education employees. Vista, committed to delivering value for these important shareholders, has never lost money on a buy-out 
investment.

In 2017, Robert was named by Forbes as one of the 100 Greatest Living Business Minds. Born in Colorado to two parents with EdDs, 
Mr. Smith trained as an engineer at Cornell University, earning his B.S. in Chemical Engineering. Following his MBA from Columbia 
Business School with honors, Mr. Smith worked at Kraft General Foods, where he earned two United States and two European patents. 
In 1994, he joined Goldman Sachs in tech investment banking, first in New York and then in Silicon Valley. As Co-head of Enterprise 
Systems and Storage, he executed and advised on over $50B in merger and acquisition activity with companies such as Apple, 
Microsoft, Texas Instruments, eBay and Yahoo. He was the first person in San Francisco at Goldman to focus solely on Tech M&A.

Mr. Smith’s business achievements and global philanthropic works have received recognition from numerous entities – including UNCF’s 
President’s Award, the International Medical Corps’ Humanitarian of the Year Award, the Morehouse Candle Award in Business and 
Philanthropy, Ebony’s first John H. Johnson Award, the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Chair’s Award, the Reginald F. Lewis 
Achievement Award, the Humanitarian of the Year Award from the Robert Toigo Foundation, the Ripple of Hope Award from the Robert 
F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights, the Award of Excellence from the National Association of Investment Companies, the 
Pierre Toussaint Award from the Archdiocese of New York, the Columbia University BBSA Distinguished Alumni Award, and the Ron Brown 
Scholar Program American Journey Award, among others.

Mr. Smith is the Chairman of Carnegie Hall and the Chairman of the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights. He serves 
on the Board of Overseers of Columbia Business School as a Member of the Cornell Engineering College Council, and a Trustee of the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of San Francisco.

Mr. Smith is the founding director and President of the Fund II Foundation, which is dedicated to preserving the African‐American 
experience, safeguarding human rights, providing music education, preserving the environment while promoting the benefits of the 
outdoors, and sustaining critical American values. In January 2016, Cornell University honored Mr. Smith’s leadership by naming the 
Robert Frederick Smith School of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering after him.

In 2017, Smith signed on to the Giving Pledge, the only African American to do so. His gift of $20 million was the largest by an 
individual donor to the National Museum of African American History and Culture, among many other philanthropic activities. In 2019, 
Smith made headlines by announcing that he would cover the student loans of nearly 400 Morehouse College 2019 graduates in a 
commencement address.

Robert F. Smith is the Founder, Chairman and CEO of Vista Equity Partners. Robert 
directs Vista’s investment strategy and decisions, firm governance and investor 
relations. Vista currently manages equity capital commitments of over $50 billion 
and oversees a portfolio of over 60 software companies that employ
over 60,000 people worldwide. Since Vista’s founding in 2000, Mr. Smith has overseen over 400 completed transactions 
representing over $122 billion in transaction value. The portfolio companies taken together make Vista the fourth largest 
enterprise software company in the world, after Microsoft, Oracle and SAP.

ROBERT F. SMITH
FOUNDER, CHAIRMAN AND CEO

Vista Equity Partners



For close to 30 years, Graham Weston has played a prominent role in technology, business and real estate in San Antonio. An early 
investor, later CEO and board chairman of Rackspace, a NYSE-traded, managed hosting company, he is also owner of Weston 
Properties, with its flagship Weston Centre, home of some of the most prestigious corporate names in the city. 

Graham Weston has had an entrepreneurial focus from his high-school days and formed his first company, Assessment Technologies, 
from his dorm room at Texas A&M University. He saw the opportunity to use property data collection to negotiate ad valorem taxes as a 
result of working on a real estate issue at his family’s ranch one summer. Before he sold it to his partners, Assessment Technologies had 
evolved into a property-tax consulting firm with household-name clients nationwide. 

He moved assertively to acquire distressed real estate in1992 after the real estate crash. He led a group of investors, including family 
members, to acquire what was then San Antonio’s newest and tallest office building renamed Weston Centre, home to some of the most 
prestigious professional firms in San Antonio. 

His continuing interest in data and technology led him in 1998 to see the potential in a startup server-management company, 
Rackspace, where he initially provided critical angel-investor funding and became actively involved in its management and early 
rapid growth. Later, as Chairman of the Board, he oversaw its initial public offering in 2008 as a global company operating on four 
continents with more than 6,000 employees. Rackspace was traded on the New York Stock Exchange until its purchase by Apollo Global 
Management for $4.4 Billion dollars in 2016 that took the company private.

Through Rackspace, Graham became aware of how difficult it was to be in the tech business in San Antonio due to the lack of 
supporting resources. Now the focus of his interest and work is in the city to attract technology investment and job opportunities. Graham 
has acquired the historic Rand Building downtown. He co-founded Geekdom, a tech startup incubator and coworking space, and 
Weston Urban, a commercial real estate development company, to build and foster a high-tech ecosystem in downtown San Antonio 
and to reenergize a downtown that had been in decline for more than a decade. Today Weston Urban owns 20 acres of real estate in 
downtown San Antonio. It is in the process of managing, building, and refurbishing well over a million square feet of real estate with 
more than 1,500 apartment units on the drawing board. Weston Urban is responsible for the new office high-rise, The Frost Tower, 
on the San Antonio skyline. Designed by world-renowned Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects, the tower offers Class A office and retail space 
surrounded by walkable parks. 

While at Rackspace, Graham established the Open Cloud Academy, a full-time, 9-week, cyber-security boot camp for students to 
achieve industry-recognized certifications and gain hands-on experience. He later founded the Open Cloud Institute at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio to develop degree programs in cloud computing and big data technologies. 

After serving as a tri-chair on Mayor Julian Castro’s SA 2020 Committee, he worked with City, County, and UTSA leadership to bring 
hundreds more technology jobs into the downtown area. In 2018, Weston’s 80-20 Foundation made a $15 million gift to create a 
School of Data Science at UT San Antonio’s expanded downtown campus which is slated to grow to more than 10,000 students. 
The first buildings for the new school are set to open in 2021, adding significantly to Weston’s vision of a thriving downtown tech 
community.

Graham Weston served on the Board of Regents at Texas Lutheran University from 2002-2006 and is currently a board member at Frost 
Bank, Texas’ largest publicly traded financial institution. He has been broadly recognized for his contributions to the business community 
in San Antonio, as well as for his active participation and leadership in city planning endeavors. He was inducted into the San Antonio 
Business Hall of Fame in 2011. In 2014, Graham was the recipient of the Babson College and Academy of Distinguished Entrepreneurs 
Award in Boston, Massachusetts. He was recognized as a Distinguished Alumni at Texas A&M University in 2018.

Graham was commended by the City of San Antonio for his 2005 role in helping victims of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. With a partner, 
he purchased and refurbished the former Montgomery Ward store in Windsor Park Mall and created a shelter for some 2,500 refugee 
families that included safe day care for children so their parents could look for jobs.  Rackspace employees ran the shelter for eight 
weeks and built an online search engine to locate and reunite families that were separated during the evacuation process. 

Today, Graham Weston is highly focused on his long-term goal of building a technology district supported by a vibrant urban downtown 
community. His dream formed at Rackspace – to provide top caliber local talent for an increasing range of corporate and entrepreneurial 
technology needs – is beginning to bear fruit. 

Graham Weston, CEO of Weston Ventures, was born to be an entrepreneur in a long 
family line of entrepreneurs. He grew up on his family’s cattle ranch in Marion, Texas 
near New Braunfels and got a degree in agribusiness from Texas A&M University. 
Though he was expected to return from college to run the ranch, these plans were 
changed when he started a real estate business from his dorm room.  His father,  
now 96, is still waiting for him to return to the ranch! 

GRAHAM WESTON
CEO 
Weston Ventures



LUIS ESTEBAN LINAN
Southern Methodist University
The Robert H. Dedman Scholarship

WESLEY WILSON CLINGMAN
Southern Methodist University
The Signor Family Scholarship

JOSEPH SAAHENE
St. Mary’s University
The Carlos and Malu Alvarez  
Scholarship

MEGHAN GERACI
St. Mary’s University
The William E. “Bill” Greehey  
Scholarship

AHAD AZIMUDDIN
Texas A&M University

BROOKE FRANCES  
HONCHARIK
Texas Christian University

MADELINE KINGSBURY
Texas Christian University
T.T. & W.F. Chao “Chairman’s”  
Scholarship

LANDON C. MORRIS
Texas Southern University

JESSICA RAMOS-KARMAKER
Texas State University

JAKE ANDERSON
Texas Tech University
The Pefanis Family Scholarship

AYODELE AIGBE
Texas Tech University –  
Free Market Institute
The McLane Company Reading  
Program Scholarship

JOHN TATE HEGSTROM
Trinity University
The Doug & Martha Hawthorne  
Family Fund Scholarship

JASMINE ADAMS
University of Dallas 
The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

SANDRA BECHEM
University of Dallas 
The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

CESAR CEDILLOS
University of Dallas 
The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

JOSHUA MAPULA
University of Houston
T.T. & W.F. Chao Scholarship

CHARLES C. CAROLUS, JR. 
University of the Incarnate Word
The H-E-B Scholarship

JONATHAN DEVANE
University of North Texas

TRENT SEGERS
University of Texas
The Mike A. Myers Scholarship

JEAN GAMARRA
University of Texas - Arlington
The Kelcy Warren Graduate  
Fellowship for Engineering

SHAWNEE BLOCKER
University of Texas - Dallas
The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

MOHAMMAD ELASHI
University of Texas - Dallas
The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

NGAN NGUYEN
University of Texas - Dallas
The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

PATRICK L. GNEHM
University of Texas - San Antonio

2019
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CHAD METCALF
Acton School of Business

ETHAN R. HOLMES
Baylor University

RILEY DUZENACK
Dallas Baptist University
The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

TAMIRA LATRICE FLEMING
Dallas Baptist University
The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

JAKE LoGRASSO
Dallas Baptist University
The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

EVAN SANDMANN
Dallas Baptist University
The Mitchell Family  
Foundation Scholarship

MADISON DORA SPIKES
Houston Baptist University
The Stewart Morris Scholarship

CASEY SMITH
Lamar University
The Ben J. Rogers Scholarship

LANCE MIGUEL TAYLOR
Lamar University
The Ben J. Rogers Scholarship

ANDRIA BALOGH
Rice University
T.T. & W.F. Chao Scholarship

BLAKE BROUSSARD
Sam Houston State University
AT&T Future Legend First  
in Family Scholarship

CORNÉ GARCIA
Sam Houston State University
The SWBC Foundation Scholarship



CHAD METCALF
ACTON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
A high school golfer with plans to play college golf, Chad gave up those plans after 
the events of 9/11. He served from 2003-2015 as a U.S. Navy SEAL, completing his 
undergrad while on active duty. He then chased his PGA Tour dream for three years before 
shifting focus to the business world. In May of 2019, he earned his MBA from Acton 
School of Business and was honored to receive the Acton Scholar Award.

ETHAN R. HOLMES
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
Ethan Holmes, a native Texan, is the Executive Chef for Mattie’s at Green Pastures in Austin, 
Texas. He earned his bachelor’s degree in communication from St. Edward’s University in 
Austin, Texas, and his associate’s of occupational studies in culinary arts from New England 
Culinary Institute in Montpelier, Vermont. Ethan has worked his way up in professional 
kitchens over the past 19 years. Currently, Ethan is pursuing his Executive MBA from Baylor 
University. He intends to leverage his extensive culinary and hospitality background, along 
with his EMBA, to start his own hospitality group.

RILEY DUZENACK
DALLAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
The Mitchell Family Foundation Scholarship
Riley Duzenack graduated from Dallas Baptist University in May 2019 with her BBA in 
Management and the honor of Summa Cum Laude. She is currently working at DBU  
where she is also pursuing her MBA with a concentration in Health Care Management.  
After completing her MBA, she hopes to eventually own her own physical therapy clinic,  
that integrates faith-based values and traditional medicine. 

TAMIRA LATRICE FLEMING
DALLAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
The Mitchell Family Foundation Scholarship
Tamira is currently pursuing a doctorate in Educational Leadership, K-12. She graduated 
from Tennessee State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical  
engineering and a master’s degree in elementary education from Faulkner University.  
Tamira combines her years of classroom experience, knowledge of the engineering field  
and entrepreneurial spirit to manage STEM Connextion, which is a non-profit she founded. 
STEM Connextion provides STEM educational programming to students in Dallas;  
particularly those from low socioeconomic backgrounds. 

JAKE LoGRASSO
DALLAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
The Mitchell Family Foundation Scholarship
Jake LoGrasso graduated Cum Laude with his BBA and is currently pursuing a Master of 
Science in management, with a focus in entrepreneurship. Jake currently serves full-time 
with Dallas Baptist University as the Staff Assistant in the Center for Business as Mission. 
Jake is involved in a number of ways on campus, such as sponsoring the University’s 
chapter of Enactus. Jake is also the founder of EquipScholars–a service that helps families 
minimize their financial burden and maximize their children’s college experience.

EVAN SANDMANN
DALLAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
The Mitchell Family Foundation Scholarship
Evan Sandmann is currently pursuing his MBA in marketing at Dallas Baptist University, 
having completed his BBA in management in the Spring of 2018. Evan competed in NCAA 
Division 1 athletics during his five years at DBU as a member of the baseball team. In 
the Spring of 2019, he was honored by being named as a First Team All Missouri Valley 
Conference Scholar-Athlete member. Evan looks to complete his MBA in December of 2019 
and aspires to open a restaurant business geared towards college students and athletes 
focused on healthy eating options.



MADISON DORA SPIKES
HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
The Stewart Morris Scholarship
Madison graduated in the inaugural class at Houston Baptist University with an MS in 
management and entrepreneurship from the McNair Center for Entrepreneurship and 
Free Enterprise. She is passionate about equality and access for all students to higher 
education. She is in the process of developing a social media application called  
UNI FIT which helps to match students to the college that is the best fit. Madison  
strives to bring out the best in others and help people reveal their true potential. 

CASEY SMITH
LAMAR UNIVERSITY
The Ben J. Rogers Scholarship
Casey Smith is from Orange, Texas and is currently studying management and 
human resource management at Lamar University. After graduating in May 2020, 
he will continue his education by pursuing an MBA. Having previously interned with 
Chick-Fil-A, Casey is passionate about the company’s values (as well as its delicious 
chicken) and hopes to open the first Chick-Fil-A in his hometown of Orange, Texas.

LANCE MIGUEL TAYLOR
LAMAR UNIVERSITY
The Ben J. Rogers Scholarship
Lance is a senior at Lamar University majoring in finance and accounting. He recently 
completed a summer internship at Chevron, fueling his desire to further learn corporate 
business structure. While attending college, Lance used funds from a successful lawn 
care business to establish a small real estate business, the revenues of which he is 
currently saving to finance future business ventures. Lance plans to pursue a CPA 
license in 2020. He also wants to help other entrepreneurs by using his finance and 
accounting skills.

ANDRIA BALOGH
RICE UNIVERSITY
T.T. & W.F. Chao Scholarship
Andria Balogh is the founder and executive director of the STEM·E Youth Career 
Development Program and founder of Tutoring with Andria and ScholarPro, an app-based 
education company. Balogh earned a BS degree in biology at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and an MS degree in immunology at the University of California,  
Los Angeles, followed by 14-years of biomedical research. She is currently earning an 
MBA at Rice University and serving as acting co-president of the Entrepreneur Association.

BLAKE BROUSSARD
SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY
AT&T Future Legend First in Family Scholarship
Blake will graduate in the Spring of 2020 with a bachelor’s degree in business 
management from Sam Houston State University. He recently graduated amongst the 
Top 11 students in his class at Lone Star College-Tomball, and is a current member of 
the Alpha Chi National Honors Society chapter at SHSU. While attending SHSU, Blake 
has assisted his Dad in the reconstruction of his flooded home. Blake is the owner 
of a successful residential power washing business and is currently in the process of 
scaling and marketing that business to the commercial sector. 

CORNÉ GARCIA
SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY
The SWBC Foundation Scholarship
Corné Garcia is currently pursuing her MBA at Sam Houston State University. She 
publishes Neighbors of The Woodlands, a monthly community magazine in The 
Woodlands, Texas. Corné also strives to live by her university’s motto “The Measure 
of a Life is its Service.” Appointed by Judge P.K. Reiter, Corné serves as a volunteer 
guardian-at-litem through CASA Child Advocates of Montgomery County, representing 
and advocating for the children’s best interests while in the child protection system.



LUIS ESTEBAN LINAN
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
The Robert H. Dedman Scholarship
Luis is currently a second year MBA candidate at Southern Methodist University 
concentrating in strategy and entrepreneurship with a minor in marketing. He is a co-
founder and the director of advertising at Latinx Spaces, a media start-up that provides a 
platform for the analysis and promotion of the art, culture, and politics created by leading 
Latinx artists and thought leaders. Luis plans to invest his award back into Latinx Spaces 
for marketing initiatives to raise awareness.

WESLEY WILSON CLINGMAN
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
The Signor Family Scholarship
Wesley Clingman grew up in Montgomery, Alabama and completed her bachelor’s degree from The 
University of Virginia. Wesley began her career in Little Rock, AR as an investment banking analyst 
for Stephens Inc. After several years, she transitioned into an associate role in the Financial Sponsors 
Group where she focused on cultivating relationships with private equity clients. After three and a half 
years at Stephens Inc., Wesley went to work for Jim Wilson & Associates, a family office that primarily 
focuses on real estate investments in her hometown of Montgomery, Alabama. Wesley is currently 
pursuing a double concentration in Strategy/Entrepreneurship and Management with a minor in Real 
Estate as an MBA Candidate at SMU’s Cox School of Business. Wesley has an idea for developing a 
business that bridges education material into traditional baby products.

JOSEPH SAAHENE
ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY
The Carlos and Malu Alvarez Scholarship
Joseph Saahene is a passionate business entrepreneur. Being a first-generation college graduate 
within his family, Joseph is self-motivated to accomplish any and every task out before him. Joseph 
received his Bachelor of Science at Texas Tech University in animal science business and agricultural 
communication. After his bachelor’s, Joseph then worked as a biochemist and business development 
manager. Currently, Joseph attends St. Mary’s University pursuing both his Master of Business 
Administration and Juris Doctorate. Joseph is actively engaged in a variety of volunteer legal services 
and hopes to use this experience to open a one-stop accounting and legal practice for lower income 
and under resourced entrepreneurs.

MEGHAN GERACI
ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY
The William E. “Bill” Greehey Scholarship
Meghan Geraci received her BBA from St. Mary’s University, graduating summa cum laude 
with honors and double majoring in finance and risk management and marketing. She 
went on to get her MBA from St. Mary’s and will graduate with her master’s in December. 
Meghan plans to blend her love of learning with her passion for creative problem-solving in 
her career and hopes to one day become a member of the Texas Business Hall of Fame. 

AHAD AZIMUDDIN
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
Ahad Azimuddin is a current dual degree MD/MBA student at the Texas A&M Mays 
School of Business and Texas A&M Health Science Center. Additionally, he holds a BS 
in biomedical sciences and a BS in liberal studies from the University of Houston. After 
developing a strong passion for innovation and entrepreneurship, Ahad hopes to use his 
academic background to develop impactful and sustainable solutions to the challenges in 
medical practice. Ahad is the current Business Development Director of Saber—a company 
that has developed a novel approach to eliminate surgical site infections (SSIs). Saber was 
recently awarded a National Science Foundation grant to evaluate its this device.

BROOKE FRANCES HONCHARIK
TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
Brooke is a student at Texas Christian University. She is pursuing her MBA in marketing and 
entrepreneurship, while simultaneously obtaining a BA in graphic design. Brooke is the co-
founder and creative director of Moose N Otter Productions LLC, a videography company in 
Fort Worth. Pairing her dual degrees and experience in theatre and film, Brooke aspires to 
help others tell their stories through visual media.



MADELINE KINGSBURY
TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
T.T. & W.F. Chao “Chairman’s” Scholarship
Maddie Kingsbury is a senior at Texas Christian University, pursuing a degree in business 
administration with a concentration in marketing and a minor in finance. She is a serial 
entrepreneur, having already started two companies: a custom college apparel business 
and a hearing aid app, Sounde. Sounde competed in the 2019 Values and Ventures 
Competition and placed third out of 56 teams from around the globe. 

LANDON C. MORRIS
TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Landon C. Morris was born in The Woodlands, Texas to two ambitious medical 
professionals. Throughout his youth, ethics, education, work, volunteering and 
community, which all began at home, were highly sought after. Holding onto such 
values, he branched out of his home and founded both a for-profit and a non-profit 
organization, JaJa Lotus LLC and Persistent Scholars, respectively. Morris plans to 
expand on these foundations and establish more after his MBA/JD program at Texas 
Southern University.

JESSICA RAMOS-KARMAKER
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
Jessica, a first-generation graduate from “El Valle,” has overcome adversities and smiles 
at new challenges. Jessica will be completing her MBA from Texas State University this 
December. She was recognized as an outstanding management student and inducted 
into Beta Gamma Sigma. Jessica serves on the Graduate House of Representatives and 
as vice-president for the graduate student association. She is the board of directors vice-
president for FunNation, a non-profit organization. Jessica enjoys Zumba and spending 
time with her husband and children. 

JAKE ANDERSON
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
The Pefanis Family Scholarship
Jake Anderson is in graduate school at Texas Tech University pursuing his Master of 
Science in accounting. Jake is also working on his undergraduate degrees in finance and 
accounting. Next spring he will be working an internship with Ernst and Young in their Fort 
Worth audit practice. At the Rawls College of Business, he is in the business valuation club, 
serves on the accounting leadership council and works in the Dean’s Suite. 

AYODELE AIGBE
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY - FREE MARKET INSTITUTE
The McLane Company Reading Program Scholarship
Ayodele Aigbe is an Electrical Engineering undergraduate at Texas Tech University. 
Ayodele is also the CEO & founder of Hangio, a startup that is revolutionizing the closet 
industry through well-designed and innovative hangers. To date, she has been featured in 
articles like “Dallas Innovates” and has raised over $35,000 in startup funding. Spurred 
by her passion for entrepreneurship, Ayodele hopes to continue to build products that 
people love and create a positive impact in her communities.

JOHN TATE HEGSTROM
TRINITY UNIVERSITY
The Doug & Martha Hawthorne Family Fund Scholarship
John “Tate” Hegstrom, a Lubbock, Texas native, graduated from Texas Christian 
University with a Bachelor of Business Administration in marketing. After graduation, 
he worked as an analyst for DaVita Inc. in Denver, Colorado. Tate is currently pursuing 
his Master of Healthcare Administration from Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas. He 
has accepted an administrative residency position with HCA Healthcare as a member of 
the executive residency program starting January 2020. Tate is also in the process of 
developing a prototype for an in-home preventive care “box” system. 



JASMINE ADAMS
UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
The Mitchell Family Foundation Scholarship
Jasmine is a junior Business and English major at University of Dallas and the creator 
of Smudgies, a line of washable and reusable makeup remover cloths that work 
without water or additives. Her mission is to revolutionize the makeup industry—both 
by helping women worry less about their makeup and by partnering with organizations 
that provide support to women whose daily problems far exceed their makeup. 
Smudgies partners with organizations that support victims of domestic violence.

SANDRA BECHEM
UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
The Mitchell Family Foundation Scholarship
Sandra Bechem is a Cyber/Information Security professional who has been working 
as a contractor for AT&T for three years. She moved to Texas in 2015 from Cameroon, 
West Africa after earning her B. Eng. in Computer Engineering. She will obtain her 
Master of Science in Cybersecurity from the University of Dallas in December. She is 
grateful for the TBHF scholarship which will aid in achieving her goal of starting a 
security consulting business and a security awareness application.

CESAR CEDILLOS
UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
The Mitchell Family Foundation Scholarship
Cesar is currently pursuing his doctorate from the University of Dallas and hopes to teach 
business courses in the near future. He is a first generation American and college student.  Cesar 
has helped start and run his family’s successful facilities maintenance business. While attending 
college and graduate school, Cesar has progressed from working as a branch manager at United 
Rentals to serving as District Manager for the southeastern United States. Having held various 
leadership roles throughout his career, Cesar hopes to help future business owners develop 
leadership and management skills that will sharpen their business acumen and strengthen their 
ability to effectively manage a business and successfully lead their employees. 

JOSHUA MAPULA
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
T.T. & W.F. Chao Scholarship
Joshua Mapula is a student at the University of Houston, whose passion for business 
led him to the Wolff Center for Entrepreneurship. He will graduate in May of 2020 with 
his Bachelor of Business Administration in Entrepreneurship and Marketing. He has 
successfully started two businesses, an automotive fabrication shop and a t-shirt print 
shop. Joshua is passionate about the Houston community where he was born and 
raised and hopes to improve his surrounding communities throughout Texas.

CHARLES C. CAROLUS, JR.
UNIVERSITY OF THE INCARNATE WORD
The H-E-B Scholarship
Charles is a Veteran who honorably served ten years in the United States Navy. Born and raised in 
the San Antonio, Texas area, he immediately joined the Navy out of high school and was deployed 
twice as a hospital corpsman. Today, he is an inductee to the Military Times Hall of Valor and the 
recipient of the President’s Lifetime Achievement Award. Charles recently attended Georgetown 
University and is pursuing an MBA at the University of the Incarnate Word. Charles is the proud 
owner of Hi-Five Sports NW San Antonio, where the mission is to provide the highest quality youth 
sports programming with the utmost convenience for parents.

JONATHAN DEVANE
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS
Jonathan DeVane will be graduating from the University of North Texas in May of 
2020 with a Bachelor of Business Administration in Management - Entrepreneurship. 
Highlights of his time at UNT include being named one of the top 40 student leaders on 
the campus, G. Brint Ryan College of Business Ambassador, Resident Assistant, and 
Vice President of the Sports Marketing Association. He is currently weighing his options 
between Law School and an MBA program for post-graduate plans.



TRENT SEGERS
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
The Mike A. Myers Scholarship
Trent studied engineering at Texas A&M University, which surprisingly led to a career in 
consulting at Deloitte. For four years, he consulted clients on technology implementations 
and worked in corporate innovation as a virtual reality subject matter expert. Currently, 
Trent is earning his MBA at University of Texas McCombs School of Business with a focus 
on entrepreneurship. In 2018, he cofounded ReVRse, a technology company focused on 
reengaging seniors in retirement homes using virtual reality. 

JEAN GAMARRA
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-ARLINGTON
The Kelcy Warren Graduate Fellowship for Engineering
Jean Gamarra holds a bachelor’s and master’s degree in Civil Engineering and is a doctoral 
candidate from the University of Texas at Arlington. He works as an FAA program manager with 
extensive experience in construction and precast/prestressed concrete. Jean is an accomplished 
researcher of the applications of Ultra-High Performance Fiber-Reinforced Concrete, and is focused 
on bridging policy, academic research and private-sector investment in cutting-edge infrastructure 
improvement projects. Outside of research, he is an internationally certified 6th degree black belt and 
Master Instructor with 35 years of competitive experience in Taekwondo.

SHAWNEE BLOCKER
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-DALLAS
The Mitchell Family Foundation Scholarship
Shawnee is chief digital officer of Racing and Cars, responsible for executing the digital 
strategy for an online community of car enthusiasts. She is also an owner of Exotic Drive 
Club, overseeing the organization and execution of exclusive events for exotic car owners. 
Furthermore, Shawnee is an independent consultant, helping organizations create unique 
marketing strategies and implementing specialized methods to maximize customer 
engagement. Shawnee is a student at The University of Texas at Dallas, pursuing her MBA. 

MOHAMMAD ELASHI
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-DALLAS
The Mitchell Family Foundation Scholarship
Mohammad Elashi is the Founder and CEO of Synaptic Pediatric Therapies, a multi-
location Outpatient Rehabilitation Facility that focuses on Pediatric Speech and 
Occupational Therapy. He is also the Co-Founder and CEO of Synaptic Solar, one of the 
largest residential solar Engineering, Procurement and Construction contractors in Texas. 
He has recently co-founded and is the CEO of Dynamic SLR Inc., a sales-driven solar sales 
company that is growing rapidly. Mohammad graduated with his MBA at the University of 
Texas at Dallas and is currently pursuing a master’s degree in Entrepreneurship. 

NGAN NGUYEN
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-DALLAS
The Mitchell Family Foundation Scholarship
Ngan Nguyen is currently pursuing a Master of Science in finance at The University of 
Texas at Dallas. She received a dual BS degree in Molecular Biology and Healthcare 
Management in 2017 and an MS degree in Healthcare Leadership and Management in 
2019. Ngan founded Code Blue Jewelry, a direct-to-consumer medical jewelry brand that 
offers functional, stylish medical IDs catering to the needs of people with chronic illnesses 
and physical disabilities. 

PATRICK L. GNEHM
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-SAN ANTONIO
Patrick Gnehm is a graduate from McGill University and is currently pursuing an Executive 
Master of Business Administration at the University of Texas at San Antonio. He is a 
corporate recruiter for Marathon Petroleum Corporation and previously gained experience 
at Robert Half International. Patrick launched his own recruiting company called 
Texas Recruiting Insight in 2019. This start up aims to leverage artificial intelligence, 
subscription-based fees and comprehensive candidate assessments to provide a better 
client experience. 



2018
Albert Chao
Dorothy Chao Jenkins
James Chao
T.T. Chao
Ernest (Ernie) Cockrell
Jim Crane
Jim McIngvale 
David Weekley
Richard (Dick) Weekley
Patricia Will

2017
Lucy Billingsley
David Bonderman
Forrest E. Hoglund
Stan Richards
Carl Sewell
Zale/Lipshy Families

2016
Warren E. Buffett
Charles E. Cheever, Jr.
Dian Graves Stai
Gordon V. Hartman
Gary C. Kelly
Charles T. Munger
Dennert O. Ware

2015
Greg Armstrong
Woody L. Hunt
Michael C. Linn
Harry Pefanis
Grady Rosier
Dan Wolterman

2014
Donald L. Evans
Gerald J. Ford
Douglas D. Hawthorne, FACHE
Trevor Rees-Jones
Harold C. Simmons
Kelcy Warren

2013
Charlie Amato
Tom Dobson
Gary Dudley
Paul Foster 
Joseph M. “Jody“ Grant
H-E-B
Rex W. Tillerson

2012
Donald Adam 
Frank A. Bennack, Jr.
Douglas L. Foshee
John L. Nau, III
Todd Wagner

2011
Barry G. Andrews 
Colleen Barrett
Lee Roy Mitchell
Ross Perot, Jr.
Welcome Wilson, Sr.

2010
Carlos Alvarez
Robert Duncan
W.A. “Monty“ Moncrief
W.A. “Tex“ Moncrief, Jr.
Harvey E. Najim

2009
James T. Hackett
Philip Romano
Sam L. Susser
Sam J. Susser
Jerry L. Susser
Martha Fuller Turner

2008
Dick Evans
Mike A. Myers
Glen E. Roney
Kern Wildenthal, MD, PhD

2007
Tom Benson
Dr. James R. Leininger
Paul J. Sarvadi
Clayton W. Williams, Jr.

2006
Joe B. Foster
Dennis E. Nixon
Lee R. Raymond
Corbin J. Robertson, Jr.
Jeff Sandefer

2005
Walter E. Johnson
Jerry Jones
T. Boone Pickens
Vin Prothro
Tim Word

2004
Tilman J. Fertitta
Matt F. Gorges
Peter Holt
Rosemary E. Kowalski
Lowell H. Lebermann, Jr.

2003
Baylor College of Medicine
Allen J. Becker
Dan L. Duncan
Reese M. Rowling
Robert B. Rowling

2002
Robert J. Allison, Jr.
Louis A. Beecherl, Jr.
William E. “Bill” Greehey
Lee William “Bill” McNutt, Jr.
Robert D. Rogers

2001
Stanford J. Alexander
Rod Canion
Don D. Jordan
Charles L. “Chuck” Watson

2000
Henry C. Beck, Jr.
Al Casey
A.R. “Tony” Sanchez, Jr.
Roger Staubach
H.B. Zachry, Jr.
H.B. Zachry, Sr.

TEXAS BUSINESS LEGENDS

HALL OF FAME



1999
President George H.W. Bush
Tom Friedkin
The Caroline Rose Hunt Family
L. Lowry Mays
Louis M. Pearce, Jr.
Eckhard Pfeiffer

1998
Mary Crowley
Michael Dell
Harold Hook
S. Roger Horchow
Red McCombs

1997
J.S. Abercrombie
Lamar Hunt
Robert C. McNair, Sr.
Fayez Sarofim
Edward E. Whitacre, Jr.

1996
Ebby Halliday Acers
Anne Windfohr Marion
Harry K. Smith
William T. Solomon
Lionel Sosa

1995
Joe L. Albritton
Governor Dolph Briscoe
Joe M. Dealey
Robert W. Decherd
William Stamps Farish
W. Carloss Morris
Stewart Morris
James M. Moroney, Jr.

1994
Comer J. Cottrell
Charles G. Cullum
Robert B. Cullum
John P. Harbin
George P. Mitchell
John V. Roach

1993 
Aron S. Gordon
The Kruse Family
Robert M. Luby
Robert R. Onstead
Ambassador Robert S. Strauss
Ben Taub

1992 
The Baird Family
Roy M. Huffington
Ray L. Hunt
Drayton McLane, Jr.
W. Ray Wallace

1991 
John F. Baugh
Gordon A. Cain
Governor William P. Clements, Jr.
Thomas C. Frost
Howard R. Hughes, Jr.
Ben J. Rogers

1990 
Jack S. Blanton
Norman Brinker
Edwin L. Cox
Cecil H. Green
Frank W. McBee, Jr.

1989 
Albert B. Alkek
Perry R. Bass
Hugh Roy Cullen
Ben F. Love
McHenry Tichenor

1988 
John S. Justin, Jr.
Herbert D. Kelleher
George Kozmetsky
Frank W. Mayborn
Henry S. Miller, Jr.

1987 
Lloyd M. Bentsen, Sr.
Robert H. Dedman
Gerald D. Hines
General Robert F. McDermott
Robert A. Mosbacher, Sr.

1986 
Mary Kay Ash
Amon Carter, Sr.
Ray Ellison
H.L. Hunt
Ross Perot

1985 
Trammell Crow
Judge James Elkins, Sr.
Walter M. Mischer, Sr.
Eddy C. Scurlock
Gus S. Wortham

1984 
Monroe Anderson
William Clayton
J.M. Haggar, Sr.
Oveta Culp Hobby
Stanley Marcus
Clint W. Murchison, Jr.
Sid Richardson
John Shary
Joe C. Thompson
Sam Young, Sr.
Joe Zeppa

1983 
George R. Brown
Herman Brown
Jesse H. Jones
J. Erik Jonsson
Robert Kleberg, Jr.
L.F. McCollum
W.D. Noel
Charles Tandy
Arthur Temple



Executive Committee Officers

SHAUN D. KENNEDY - Chairman
JON P. KARP - President & Chairman Elect
SHANNON K. McCLENDON - Secretary

JOHN G. KEETON - Vice President, Awards
D. LEIGH MARTIN, IV - Vice President, Development

BRIAN W. GARRISON - Vice President, Finance & Audit
LARRY M. HANRAHAN, MD, MBA - Vice President, Scholar Alumni Association

DIANE S. McNULTY, PHD - Vice President, Scholarship & Endowment
CHARLES PHILPOTT - Past Chairman - 2018
JASON L. SIGNOR - Past Chairman - 2017 

At-Large Executive Committee Members

AMANDA BROCK 
LISA A. FRIEL 

DAVID S. HUNTLEY
EVAN MELROSE, MD, MBA

2019 EXECUTIVE  
COMMITTEE

2019 BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS

AUSTIN
Kerry Hall 
Shannon K. McClendon
Evan Melrose, MD, MBA
David Rodriguez

BROWNSVILLE
Reba Cardenas McNair*
 
DALLAS
Jordan W. Cowman
Tres Evans
Jeff B. Ferguson
Vicky Pogue Gunning
David S. Huntley
Jon P. Karp
Diane S. McNulty, PhD
Michael Metcalf

J. Scott Moore
Mark Plunkett
Brad Rejebian
Caswell O. Robinson, Jr.*
Kevin J. Ryan
Jacquelin Sewell
Jason L. Signor
Jessica W. Thorne
McHenry Tichenor*
Tim Wallace*
Jim Young*

HOUSTON
Latisha Andrews
Todd F. Barth
Mary Bass
Eric Bing*
Amanda Brock

Amy Chronis
Holcombe Crosswell
Jim A. Cummins, Jr.
James Dannenbaum
Carolyn Faulk
Tilman J. Fertitta*
Douglas L. Foshee
W. Carl Glaw, Jr.
Larry M. Hanrahan, MD, MBA
Christine Hollinden
Jeff B. Love*
Ross D. Margraves, Jr.*
D. Leigh Martin, IV
Carter Overton, III*
Daniel Parsley
Charles Philpott
Ashok Rao
Jay Rogers

Rose Rougeau
John Sarvadi 
Bill Swanstrom
Henry J.N. Taub, II*
Welcome Wilson, Jr.
Bill Zartler  

McALLEN
Jim W. Collins*
 
SAN ANTONIO
Charlie Amato*
Bruce Blakemore
Mary Rose Brown*
Janet Campbell
Will Collins
Lisa A. Friel
Pat Frost

Brian W. Garrison
Harriet Marmon Helmle
Clay D. Jett
Mark M. Johnson*
John G. Keeton
Shaun D. Kennedy
D. Kirk McDonald
Norman Paul
Katie C. Reynolds
Peggy Walker
Mark Watson, III

* Emeritus Directors



CARLOS AND MALU ALVAREZ

Legend, Class of 2010

CHARLIE AMATO, GARY DUDLEY  
AND THE SWBC FOUNDATION

Legends, Class of 2013

AT&T  
IN HONOR OF RICHARD W. FISHER

Legend, Class of 2019

THE CHAO FAMILY

Legend, Class of 2018

ROBERT H. DEDMAN

Legend, Class of 1987

WILLIAM E. “BILL” GREEHEY

Legend, Class of 2002

MARTHA AND DOUG HAWTHORNE  
AND THE HAWTHORNE FOUNDATION

Legend, Class of 2014

H-E-B

Legend, Class of 2013

LEE ROY MITCHELL AND  
THE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION

Legend, Class of 2011

STEWART MORRIS

Legend, Class of 1995

MIKE A. MYERS

Legend, Class of 2008

THE PEFANIS FAMILY

Legend, Class of 2015

REGINA ROGERS  
IN HONOR OF BEN J.  ROGERS

Legend, Class of 1991

GRADY ROSIER AND  
THE MCLANE COMPANY

Legend, Class of 2015

JASON L.  S IGNOR  
AND THE SIGNOR FAMILY

TBHF Chairman, 2017

TODD R. WAGNER

Legend, Class of 2012

KELCY WARREN

Legend, Class of 2014

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS 
AND PHILANTHROPIC 

PARTNERS



THE TEXAS BUSINESS HALL OF FAME FOUNDATION 
GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE SUPPORT  

OF THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR

BUSINESS LEGENDS

DOUG AND MARTHA HAWTHORNE

MRS. TIM HIXON

Includes donations and support for scholarships and the Induction Dinner



BUSINESS VISIONARIES

ALBERT CHAO AND JAMES CHAO

PAUL AND ALEJANDRA FOSTER 

GREG ARMSTRONG & HARRY PEFANIS

 

      



BUSINESS ENTREPRENEURS
AFFILIATED BANK / THE SUSSER FAMILY

AON

ARGO GROUP

BANK OF AMERICA PRIVATE BANK

COLLEEN C. BARRETT 

BETA ACADEMY

BLAKEMORE FAMILY

BOWERS PROPERTIES, INC.

BROADWAY BANK

AMANDA & ROBERT BROCK AND  
SOLARIS MIDSTREAM 

CADDIS HEALTHCARE REAL ESTATE 

CLAUDIA HUNTINGTON  
AND MARSHALL MILLER

JANET & ERNIE COCKRELL

COVENANT

MR. & MRS. JAMES A. CUMMINS, JR.

DANNENBAUM ENGINEERING  
CORPORATION

DAVID B. MILLER FAMILY  
FOUNDATION

DC AMERICAN

DELOITTE, LLP

DEMAND CONTROL 2, LLC

DOMINION AESTHETIC  
TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 

ERNST & YOUNG, LLP

ESTES THORNE & CARR

TRES EVANS

CAROLYN FAULK

SARAH AND DOUG FOSHEE

FROST BANK

W. CARL GLAW GLO CPAS LLLP

GPG VENTURES /  
PIERPONT COMMUNICATIONS /  

TITLE HOUSTON HOLDINGS /  
LIMEROCK RESOURCES

GRIGGS CORPORATION

LAWRENCE &  
MADELEINE HANRAHAN

HIXON PROPERTIES 

BUSINESS LEADERS
CHARLES E. CHEEVER, JR.

DIAN GRAVES OWEN FOUNDATION

HARVEY E. NAJIM & GORDON V. HARTMAN

THE MEN AND WOMEN OF HUNT CONSOLIDATED
USAA



BUSINESS ENTREPRENEURS
HOLLINDEN |  

MARKETERS + STRATEGISTS

TRACEY AND DAVID S. HUNTLEY

IBC BANK

JEFFERSON BANK & MONTICELLO 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

THE JINDAL SCHOOL OF  
MANAGEMENT – DEVELOPMENT AND 

ALUMNI RELATIONS 

THE JINDAL SCHOOL OF  
MANAGEMENT – EXTERNAL  

RELATIONS 

LOCKE LORD LLP 

LUTHER KING CAPITAL MANAGEMENT

EVAN MELROSE

MICHAEL METCALF

PLAINSCAPITAL BANK 

PWC

RACKSPACE

RAWLS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS  
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY

RICHARDS RODRIGUEZ & SKEITH LLP

REGINA ROGERS /  
LAMAR UNIVERSITY  

IN LOVING MEMORY OF  
BEN ROGERS

ROSE ROUGEAU

KEVIN & CRISTI RYAN

SEWELL AUTOMOTIVE COMPANIES

SIMMONS BANK

SOLARIS ENERGY CAPITAL

SPAWGLASS

SPENCER STUART

SPURS SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

TEXAS CAPITAL BANK

TRANSWESTERN

TRINITY UNIVERSITY

UHL, FITZSIMONS, JEWETT, BURTON, 
WOLFF & RANGEL, PLLC

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM /  
MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER

VALERO

VANTAGE BANK TEXAS /  
JAMES W. & KATHLEEN C. COLLINS 

FAMILY FOUNDATION

VANTAGE BANK TEXAS /  
LORING COOK FOUNDATION

WAFD BANK TEXAS

DENNERT O. WARE

WELCOME GROUP

WHITLEY PENN, LLP 

PATRICIA AND ED WILL  
BELMONT VILLAGE SENIOR LIVING 

WOODY AND GAYLE HUNT FAMILY 
FOUNDATION

As of 10/1/2019



SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON SPONSOR

SCHOLAR ALUMNI BREAKFAST SPONSOR

®

Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas
Special Event - Dallas

The RK Group
Austin and San Antonio 
Announcement Events

Texas Monthly 
2019 Inductee Portraits

The Men and Women of Hunt Consolidated
Inductee Video for Richard W. Fisher

alexandersportraits.com

Audio Visual Resource Group, Inc.

Drape and Stage Productions of Texas

Hearst Media

International Meeting Managers, Inc.

Let it Fly Events, LLC

Linda Ruff Productions

Lone Star Exhibits

Trinity University String Quartet

SPECIAL 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS



IN MEMORIAM
THE TEXAS BUSINESS HALL OF FAME  

WOULD LIKE TO REMEMBER THE TEXAS BUSINESS LEGENDS  
WE HAVE LOST IN THE PAST YEAR

President George H.W. Bush, Class of 1999

Caroline Rose Hunt, Class of 1999

Herbert D. Kelleher, Class of 1988

Robert C. McNair, Sr., Class of 1997

Ross Perot, Class of 1986

T. Boone Pickens, Class of 2005 

Glen E. Roney, Class of 2008
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